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BUSINESS 





The advent of the Jewish High 
Holidays brings to mind some strange 
businesses that will flourish during the 
coming month in New York’s lower 
East Side and in corresponding sec- 
tions of many large American cities. 
These “enterprises” will flourish be- 
tween Rosh Hashanah and Succoth. 
After the holiday, by about the end 
of October, they will have vanished 
from the American economic scene. 
But even when they will be at their 
peak, they will hardly be reported in 
the financial and business section of 
the New York Times, or of any other 
large American newspaper. That is 
why I feel that they should be immor- 
talized in these lines if no other paper 
will give them notice. 


First to appear on the scene and to 
reach maturity will be the business 
of “Kapores.”” For the sake of the 
uninitiated let me explain—with due 
apologies to those who need no ex- 
planation—that “Kapores” are some- 
thing in the nature of a sacrifice, a 
burnt offering. Overcome by guilt for 
his sins of the past year, every pious 
Jew should (it has been customary 
for quite some centuries) take a 
chicken, whose sex corresponds to his 
own, and pronounce a prayer to the 
effect that the punishment for sins 
committed during the year should be 
visited on said fowl, a punishment by 
proxy sort of an arrangement. Then 
the chicken is properly slaughtered and 
should be given to the poor, but is 
usually eaten by the penitent himself. 
A white chicken is preferable, black 
or other non-white colors being a bad 
omen, 


Overlooking the effects of this cus- 
tom on the leghorn poultry industry 
of America, quite a number of people 
will make a few extra cents out of it 
this year, as they have in past years. 
The basis of the boom in this in- 
dustry lies in the superstitions of the 
upper classes among Jews. For many 
a Jewish lady, or man, who already 
resides on Riverside Drive or its equiv- 
alent still clings to the custom. Some 
day early in October many such 
ladies and gentlemen will drive down 
to some poultry store on the East Side 
where, because of inability to read the 
prayer, they will pay the storekeeper 
to recite it in their presence. Having 
thus cleansed themselves of sin they 
will return to Riverside Drive or the 
Bronx. The storekeeper will, of 
course, use the same chicken again and 
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again for new customers of this type 
until, loaded with a multitude of sins, 
it will meet an anonymous fate in 
some unknown pot. 

The two other industries that will 
flourish are based about the use of 
“esrogim,” a variety of citrus fruit, as 
well as of willow branches during the 
festival of succoth. The two are used 
separately. The “esrog’” is used to- 
gether with a palm branch for cere- 
monial processions in synagogues, 
Wrapped in flax they are now on dis- 
play in many stores that specialize in 
godly wares such as prayer shawls. 
In addition to the foreign trade in- 
volved in their import, there develops 
a considerable messenger industry in 
delivering them to pious houses. The 


use of willow branches may involve 
a little deforestation but this is not 
serious. Many days of work are cre- 
ated in the process of cutting the 
branches and tying them in properly 
sized small bundles. 

During these days, when unemploy- 
ment is still so prevalent, these short 
lived Jewish businesses will hardly 
leave their mark on the economic 
scene. For a few they will mean a 
lightening of the economic burden for 
a very short time. But despite their 
economic insignificance, it would not 
do to pass over them in silence. And 
while everyone is talking and thinking 
almost solely of defense and armament 
industries, it is well to pause and men- 
tion also these “enterprises.” 

S. K. 
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Pax Hitleriana 





HE NEW YORK TIMES REPORTS FROM A RELI- 

able source that Nazi authorities in Berlin have 
worked out a blueprint for Europe to be put into 
effect if they are to defeat England. According to 
this plan most European states are to lose their 
sovereignty. Occupied Poland has already been 
annexed to the Third Reich. According to the 
plan a similar fate awaits Holland in the coming 
few weeks. Switzerland is to be liquidated as an 
independent state and partitioned between Ger- 
many, France and Italy, with Germany receiving 
the largest and economically most valuable part of 
the country. Alsace and Lorraine are to be an- 
nexed to Germany while Corsica, Nice and all of 
Tunisia are to be given to Italy. Belgium is to be 
wiped out, the Flemish section of the country go- 
ing to Germany and the Walloon part to France. 
Sweden is temporarily to be spared and even en- 
larged by the incorporation of Norway. Rumania 
and Jugoslavia are to vanish from the map after 
being divided up between Italy, Hungary and Bul- 
garia. But the two latter countries are themselves 
to become protectorates of Germany, and partly 
of Italy. So far as Russia is concerned, the plan 
calls for an attack on it by Germany in the spring 
of 1941 and an abbreviation of the Soviet Union 
to the boundaries dictated by Germany at Brest 
Litovsk in 1917. 

Sweden is thus the only democratic country to 
escape the Nazi gullet according to plan. But we 
may be certain that even Sweden will in one way or 
another become a Nazi vassal before being pre- 
sented with such a rich gift as Norway. Hitler 
will no doubt first take the necessary steps to re- 
move the Social Democratic and bourgeois liberal 
forces that are still at the helm of the country. 

The above plan, which receives further confirm- 
ation from other trustworthy sources, represents a 
number of Nazi principles. First in importance is 
the paramount principle in Nazi ideology that all 
areas with a considerable German population must 
become parts of the enlarged Reich. The second 
principle involves an extension of the definition of 
“Germans” to include people who are not German 
and do not speak: the German language but who 
may be considered as of Teutonic descent on the 
basis of some real or imaginary calculations. 
Thus, even before Hitler came to power, there 
were those in Germany who claimed that the 
Dutch people, the French speaking inhabitants of 
Luxembourg and others were “racially’’ Germans. 
The third principle involves the final destruction 
of the last remnants of democracy in Europe. 


Switzerland was thus doomed in advance, irrespec- 
tive of its German population, merely because it is 
the outstanding example of a successfully function- 
ing democracy and hence could not be tolerated as 
a neighbor of the Nazi Reich. Sweden, as we 
have pointed out, will undoubtedly pay the price of 
self-adaptation to the new order for its fictitious 
independence. 


It is quite possible that the ruling Nazi circles 
still have no definite plan for the redivision of the 
conquered empires, should they succeed in van- 
quishing England. In this respect they must 
reckon with the ambitions of Italy and Japan. It 
is not unthinkable that they may even preserve a 
part of the British empire. Some German mili- 
tary experts believe that Germany could not now 
take over the entire British empire. At the same 
time it may be in the interests of Nazi Germany to 
preserve a weakened England as a potential threat 
to its present allies Italy and Japan. 


But if there still exists no clear plan for the 
division of the British empire, Nazi authorities 
are giving ever more evidence that after a victory 
over England they definitely plan to continue their 
thrust to the East. Such a well informed corres- 
pondent as Jules Sauerwein writes from Berne 
that an attack on Russia is now being openly dis- 
cussed in Germany. The German press has also 
broken its vow of friendliness or neutral silence in 
reference to Russia and such an important publica- 
tion as the Frankfurter Zeitung already declared 
the other day that the ‘‘new order” in Europe must 
include the Ukraine, Caucasus and the rich Don- 
etz basin as a part of the German sphere of influ- 
ence. Should England be brought to her knees, 
Nazi Germany may suddenly realize that the 
Soviet-German pact has already served its pur- 
pose. Germany may then follow Stalin’s pattern 
and do some “‘liberating”’ on its own account. The 
old slogans of “Jewish domination” in Russia will 
then be dusted off and the crusade against the 
“Moscow oppressors’’ will begin. 

As far as Jewish fate is concerned, this is now 
definitely sealed and the plan in all its details rests 
in the Nazi files awaiting the day when it can be 
put into effect. “It is the Fuehrer’s sacred wish to 
rid Europe of all Jews,” declared a high Nazi 
oficial. Palestine and neighboring Syria _ will 
naturally be closed to Jewish immigration since 
these areas will be under Italian control, should 
the Axis triumph. Madagascar has therefore de- 
finitely been assigned as the territory capable of 
taking in the millions of Jews of western and cen- 
tral Europe, and even those of Russia, should the 
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planned attack on the Soviet Union take place and 
result in a German victory. 

Those who may look with skepticism on this 
plan as too wild and incapable of being put into 
effect need only look at the previous record of 
Hitler. There are no measures too costly in life 
and suffering at which he will stop. Those sec- 
tions of the “lordly Teutonic race’ which have 
become infected with Nazism have learned to look 
with disdain at the loss of a few million lives of 
people of an “inferior” race. The Fuehrer of the 
“lordly race” will certainly not be deterred by the 
prospect. 

At this time we can have but one consolation— 
that Hitler is counting his chickens before they are 
hatched. A Nazi victory now happily seems more 
remote than it did two months ago. England has 
demonstrated an unexpected ability for effective 
resistance. Things have also begun moving on 
this side of the Atlantic, and it is impossible to 
foresee the full scope of assistance that will yet 
flow from America to England. The proposed 
Hitler “peace” is still largely in the blueprint 
stage. It can yet be kept from becoming a fact. 


The Bombardment of Tel Aviv 





TALIAN PLANES HAVE BOMBARDED TEL AVIV 
and killed 120 persons, among them many chil- 
dren, and wounded an even greater number. In 
one bombardment there were more casualties in 
Tel Aviv, in relation to its population, than there 
were in London after two weeks of intensive raids. 
Why was Tel Aviv bombarded by the Italians? 
Certainly not for important military reasons. Tel 
Aviv has little value as a military objective. The 
nearest railroad junction is miles away from the 
city. The city’s port is small and today, under 
war conditions, is of no very great importance. 
The industries of Tel Aviv are civilian industries. 
There are no munitions plants or arms factories or 
shipyards in Tel Aviv. 


No, Tel Aviv was not bombarded for military 
reasons. The one hundred and twenty dead who 
lie in a common grave are victims of wanton fas- 
cist murder. Tel Aviv was bombarded because 
symbolically it was the Jewish capital of Palestine, 
because it represented the highest expression of 
Jewish endeavor in the country. It was Jewish 
hopes that the fascist planes sought to destroy in 
Tel Aviv, not any military objectives. 

Only thirty one years ago, in 1909, the site of 
what is now Tel Aviv was a bleak stretch of sand 
dunes on the sea coast unmarked by any dwelling 
or tree. In that year a number of Jews from neigh- 
boring Jaffa built the first group of houses on the 
sands. First they built the Herzlia high school 
and then their homes around it. In the course of 
these thirty one years Tel Aviv has grown into a 
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large city of one hundred and seventy thousand 
people. Civilian industries and commerce, schools 
and colleges, theatres and music halls, labor, cul- 
tural and civic organizations have been built. Tel 
Aviv became not only the largest city in Palestine 
and the only all-Jewish city in the world, it also be- 
came the pride and hope of countless Jews 
throughout the world. Refugees, scholars, work- 
ers, flocked to it. That is why Italy bombarded 
the city and will no doubt continue to do so as long 
as the fascist powers remain undefeated. 

As far back as two years ago, when Italy em- 
barked on an anti-Semitic campaign, fascist officers 
boasted that in the coming war Tel Aviv would be 
destroyed. “We will repeat the exploit of the 
tenth legion,” they said. This was the Roman 
legion which destroyed Jerusalem under the com- 
mand of Titus nearly nineteen hundred years ago. 
“But we cannot destroy Jerusalem today,” they 
added, “because Jerusalem contains places sacred 
to Catholics and we wish to retain the friendship 
of the Pope and the Catholic world. We also can- 
not destroy Haifa,” they went on, “because many 
Arabs live in Haifa and at this time we are inter- 


ested in- not antagonizing the Arab world. We 


will bombard Haifa only as much as is necessary 
from a military point of view.” 

“But Tel Aviv,” the fascist officers gloated, 
“this is the Jewish capital, the crown of Zionist 
achievement in Palestine. In Tel Aviv we will re- 
peat the accomplishments of the tenth legion.” 

Now they have begun their devilish work. 

Cables from organizations and individuals in 
Tel Aviv stress that the people stand fast and are 
determined to resist to the last. The citizens of 
Tel Aviv, even more than the citizens of London, 
realize what a fascist victory would mean. Many 
of them had but recently escaped the claws of the 
Gestapo. Some succeeded in flying from Musso- 
lini’s Italy. In their last haven of refuge their 
spirit will not be broken. 


Palestine Manpower and the War 





OW THAT THE THEATRE OF WAR HAS UN- 
folded in the Near East and Italian armies 


-seek to conquer Egypt and the Suez Canal, Eng- 


land has at last taken some steps to utilize the 
manpower of Palestine. Citizens of the country 
are being enlisted. As these lines are being writ- 
ten it is reported that over four thousand Palestin- 
ian Jews have been called to the colors. 

It is futile and unnecessary to indulge in recrim- 
inations over past mistakes. Yet we cannot but 
note with regret the muddling manner in which 
England treated the problem of Palestine’s parti- 
cipation in the war against the fascist powers. As 
soon as the war broke out the Jewish Agency of- 
fered the assistance of the Jewish community of 
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the country. The Agency expressed its readiness 
to organize four divisions, two of which could 
have been available for front line duty. In res- 
ponse to the call of the Jewish Agency about one 
hundred and twenty thousand Jewish young men in 
Palestine registered for war service. Many 
months passed and this offer was not utilized. 
Only a small group of a few hundred was sent to 
France to engage in various tasks behind the lines. 
Yet had the offer been accepted, Palestine could 
have had today a large and well trained force to 
meet the Italian attack alongside the troops from 
England, Australia and New Zealand. Moreover 
many of Palestine’s Jewish youth are skilled in 
various trades and as to their morale, the brutally 
frank and avowed intentions of the fascist powers 
are a guarantee that the morale of any Jewish unit 
would be of the highest. 

Sorely beset, Britain has now begun to tap this 
source of enthusiastic support. The youth of Pal- 
estine is flocking to the colors and the labor ele- 
ments are in the van. If these initial steps will be 
followed by a wider, larger scale admission of 
Palestine youth into the fighting forces, England 
may then be congratulated. We can only hope 
that at this critical moment, when Italy is pound- 
ing at the Near East, the muddling policy of the 
past will be completely abandoned. 


Elect Roosevelt 





NTO THE CALCULATIONS OF CAMPAIGN MAN- 
agers there enters a mysterious quantity known 
as the “Jewish vote.” Jews, presumably, know 
their minds, make their astute calculations, and 
throw their undivided weight behind the candidate 
of their choice. Consequently, in localities where 
enough Jews reside to make a difference, blandish- 
ments to win this hypothetical “Jewish vote’’ are 
not disdained by any political party. Thumping 
pronouncements for ‘“‘tolerance’’ are issued, dis- 
crimination is deplored, and all concerned make it 
clear that their hearts are in the right places. And 
yet if anything is required to indicate how much of 
a fable is the conception of a well-organized Jew- 
ish vote, which can be delivered intact and in toto 
to a given candidate, it would be the division of 
Jewish sentiment in this Presidential election. 
Naturally, Joe McWilliams would not make a 
brilliant showing at the polls in Brownsville, but 
outside of avowed’ anti-Semites, all the candidates 
involved can claim Jewish support. Each one, be- 
ginning with Norman Thomas and ending with 
Willkie can point to a prominent Hebrew on his 
band-wagon. 
Just because there is no Jewish vote, neatly 
tucked away for use in November, we again urge 
our readers to vote for Roosevelt in the coming 


election. We urge this not as a Jewish magazine, 
swayed by supposedly “Jewish” considerations, 
but as Americans who feel that the welfare of the 
United States at this time can be more safely en- 
trusted to Roosevelt than to any other figure in 
the Presidential race. 

No one will deny that the Roosevelt administra- 
tion has to its discredit failures of omission and 
commission. However, despite errors of judg- 
ment and occasional confusion of purpose, Roose- 
velt has become the outstanding exponent of the 
democratic ideal today. In domestic and foreign 
affairs Roosevelt has followed a policy which has 
been enlightened, constructive and courageous. 
More might have been done, but certainly not by 
any of his opponents. 


In domestic affairs we have the substantial 
achievements of the New Deal. The Roosevelt 
reforms did not bring Utopia, nor were they far- 
reaching enough to put our dislocated economic 
structure into shape, but merely a listing of the 
social gains resulting from the New Deal indicates 
the tremendous steps forward made by the Roose- 
velt administration. In the fields of social secur- 
ity, of national housing, of slum clearance, of soil 
conservation, of labor relations, of the regulation 
of the Stock Exchange and speculation, funda- 
mental progressive principles were for the first 
time enacted into law. It is true that Willkie en- 
dorses many of the Roosevelt reforms, but an 
electioneering platform endorsement from a man, 
a large part of whose energy has been devoted to 
fighting these very reforms, is necessarily suspect. 
The enthusiasm of the corporation counsel and 
executive for liberal social legislation is hardly 
convincing. If the gains in domestic policy are to 
be maintained, they will have to remain in the 
hands of a proven friend, rather than pass into 
the doubtful hands of a former opponent. 

In foreign affairs Roosevelt has shown himself 
to be one of the few statesmen of our time who 
adequately gauged the menace of Hitlerism. He 
at no time underestimated Nazi power or harbor- 
ed illusions as to Nazi purposes. This is no mean 
achievement in a period when the leading diplo- 
mats of Europe seemed to have been bereft of 
eyes, ears, and noses. It is no sign of acumen to 
stress preparedness and defense needs now. Only 
imbeciles or traitors can harbor any doubts on this 
score at the present time. What is significant is 
that Roosevelt stressed defense requirements long 
before such stress was either obvious or fashion- 
able. His recent acquisition of British naval bases 
is an indication of daring and resolution, of an abil- 
ity to act brilliantly and decisively, which should 
not be minimized in an hour of crisis. The lead- 
ership which brought the democracies to their pre- 
sent plight has been characterized by its lack of 
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decision and imagination, by its inability to act or 
to foresee. Roosevelt has given evidence of both 
these powers. 

We appreciate the force of the “third term” 
tradition, but we are faced by the need to preserve 
something more significant than the custom inaug- 
urated by Washington. For all practical pur- 
poses, the choice for the American people narrows 
down to Roosevelt or Willkie. Each is in his way 
a symbol. Willkie, despite his protestations, is 
identified with big business. He has the ardent 
support of reactionaries in every walk of life. 
His candidacy has been made possible by those 
elements in the United States which are anxious to 
liquidate everything that the New Deal has won 
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for the common man. He is surrounded by “‘ap- 
peasers,” influential Republicans and back-sliding 
Democrats who feel that “coming to terms” with 
Hitler may be a way out for the United States. 
Whatever virtues Willkie may have, such is his 
political background and his political promise. 

On the other hand, whatever Roosevelt’s weak- 
nesses may be, he has become identified with brave 
and constructive aspirations. He is the chief 
champion of democracy at a time when democracy 
is challenged even in the United States. More 
progressive than Churchill, he is of Churchill’s 
fighting calibre. America has been spared a 
Chamberlain or Daladier. It should not reject 
the boon of history. 


Self-Hatred Among Jews 


by Hershel Meyer 





The author of the following brilliant analysis of the 
manifestation of self denial among Jews is the editor 
of Medical Leaves, 2 medico-historical and cultural 
journal of the Jewish physicians of America. Medical 
Leaves seeks to unify Jewish intellectual forces in sup- 
port of the pioneers of intellect and labor in Palestine. 
The net income of the journal goes toward enlarging 
hospitals and laboratories and the settlement of refugee 
physicians in Palestine. This is accomplished in co- 
operation with Kupath Cholim, the medical organiza- 
tion of the Jewish workers in Palestine. 

Most of the essays published in Medical Leaves are 
of great interest to laymen as well as physicians and 
dentists. The next issue will appear in a few weeks. 
Further information may be obtained by communi- 
cating with Medical Leaves at 25 East Washington 
Street, Chicago, Ill. The essay here published will 
appear in the forthcoming volume of Medical Leaves. 


EDITORS. 


: ia PHENOMENON of self-hatred belongs 
undoubtedly to the masochistic trends of the 
human psyche. Up to a certain degree, it is a 
normal component of the dichotomy of the human 
personality. We all condemn or hate ourselves 
at one time or another for real or imaginary short- 
comings. Our civilization and religion, as well as 
our prevailing cultural pattern, abound with ma- 
sochistic trends ranging from the universal relig- 
ious belief in suffering as a means of atonement, to 
our judicial system, which makes use of both 
sadistic and masochistic trends, depending upon 
what it proposes to preserve or eliminate. How- 
ever, definitely neurotic self-hatred may have vari- 
ous rootings. We know that a powerful feeling 
of inferiority may result either in a display of 
over-ageressiveness, or in masochistic self-depre- 
catory tendencies, as power or attention may be 
attained also through timidity, meekness or mak- 
ing oneself inconspicuous. 





A mighty super-ego- 


with a compulsory need to appear perfect, will 
also evoke an endless chain of self-recriminations. 
Generally, we may say that self-hatred is rooted 
primarily in a neurotic guilt feeling and thus in a 
need for punishment. If the individual believes 
that he has violated any given norm, guilt feelings 
will arise, regardless if the violations of prohibi- 
tions are real or imaginary. 


The Jews have been accused, during the last two 
millenia, of every possible crime. They have been 
treated at one time or another, as vagabonds and 
outlaws by almost every nation. They have been 
accused of having violated the norms and prohibi- 
tions of almost every given culture. In addition, 
every massacre, pogrom and fiendish atrocity com- 
mitted against them from Sanacherib down to 
Titus, Torquemada and Hitler, was meted out by 
the oppressor always in the name of some “‘jus- 
tice,” as a “‘well-deserved punishment.” For many 
centuries, their very existence was regarded by 
the ecclesiastical and secular authorities as against 
all reason. Not only was the whip of punishment 
constantly held over them as a reminder of their 
inherent status of inferiority, but every Jew was 
held responsible for the misdemeanor of any other 
Jew. To be a Jew, thus meant to be guilty of 
something. And these environmental forces suc- 
ceeded in stamping many Jews with this feeling 
of guilt. 


It is, therefore, no exaggeration to state that 
the feeling of guilt, inferiority and insecurity 
among Jews is highly hypertrophied. When any 
conscious organism (and the Jewish people may 
historically be considered as such) experiences in- 
sult after insult, injury after injury, is despised, 
ridiculed, shamed, discriminated against, and tor- 








tured, without the faintest possibility of revenge 
or retaliation, it is entitled to suffer from some 
form of acute inferiority, insecurity or self-hatred 
neurosis. Religious medieval Jewish literature, 
for instance, contains exceedingly interesting self- 
accusatory material. After every pogrom or exile, 
there usually appeared various poetico-religious 
protests and lamentations. They invariably con- 
tained admonitions to regard the visitations as 
punishment for some grave sin. They accepted 
the brutality of the environment as something 
given and unalterable, and looked for the basic 
cause of their pain and suffering within themselves. 
But it is really surprising that a people upon whom 
every possible calumny has been heaped, who has 
been the play-ball, the bat and booty of every 
Caesar, tyrant, and gangster of history, has not 
degenerated into a mute horde of slaves. As is, 
they escaped with what seemes to be only psycho- 
logic scarring. 


Thus, the attitude of many Jews, when among 
non-Jews is almost always that of anxiety. At 
best, they defend the Jews by attributing to them 
divine virtues, at worst, they condemn or apolo- 
gize for “other Jews” and place themselves in the 
category of “better Jews.” They attempt to 
break the collective guilt burden which the gentile 
world has placed upon the Jews by declaring that 
unity and its concomitant responsibility as void. 
The French Jewish bourgeoisie segregated itself 
from the German, and the latter from Polish 
Jewry. Even some of the Eastern European 
groups of Jews kept aloof from or snobbed each 
other. Of course, secretly each group was highly 
sensitive to that which happened to the other, since 
each instinctively felt that the world at large still 
recognized only Jews as such, and that if any Jew 
was accused of any crime, anywhere, every Jew 
everywhere would be somehow affected by the 
proof of his innocence or guilt. Some, in their 
frantic efforts to escape this burden, turned upon 
themselves—and the most vicious pre-Hitler anti- 
Semites have been Jews. The stupendously gifted 
Viennese Jew, Otto Weinninger, heaped every con- 
ceivable unworthiness upon the Jews. He fur- 
nished the Nazi theoreticians practically their 
whole anti-Jewish armamentarium, and all in his 
vain and frenzied effort to save his enormously 
masochistic ego from being consumed in the fires 
of its colossal self-hatred. Suicide finally solved 
for him that which he was unable to accomplish by 
his anti-Semitic work of genius, Geschlect und 
Character. 

Milder, but nonetheless highly interesting and 
variegated forms of self-hatred are ubiquitous 
among all the other Jewish social strata. It usual- 
ly increases both in frequency and intensity as they 
ascend the cultural and economic ladder. It 
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contains a wealth of most enlightening psycho- 
logical material. Theodore Lessing, the noted 
Jewish philosopher (assassinated in 1934 by storm 
troopers), in his treatise on “Der Judische Selbs- 
thass,” described some of the extremely pathologic 
cases of self-hatred among the Jewish intellectuals 
of Germany during the early halcyon years of this 
century. However, his conception and treatment 
of this phenomenon were metaphysical rather than 
psychological. Yet, a study of Jewish self-hatred 
in its various transformations, conflicts and resolu- 
tions, ought to yield much valuable psychologic 
material. Unfortunately, since many leading psy- 
chiatrists are Jews and some perhaps afflicted with 
the same neurosis, very little study has been so far 
devoted to this psychologically fertile field. I 
might add that a study of this kind would reveal 
the motivations of many so-called Jewish behav- 
iour patterns, and would be of inestimable value 
in the analysis of the social, economic and political 
trends of Jewish life. 


In the following, I wish merely to point out 
that the attitude taken by some Jews towards 
manifestations of Jewish nationalism is essentially. 
that of a neurotic self-hatred. Moreover, that 
modern Jewish nationalism could, in a sense, be 
considered as a final catharsis of this neurosis. 
Perhaps some, in turn, may conceivably diagnose 
my exposition of the thesis as narcissism or at best 
a rationalization of a purely emotional content. 
But we ought not expect “the patient” to accept 
the diagnosis without considerable resistance. 
However, I do not maintain the absence of other 
motivations, as well. To some Jews, the mere 
denial of one’s origin or place of birth, or the 
distortion or circumcision of one’s name, or per- 
haps a mimicry of dialect or behaviour may be of 
some economic advantage. Similarly to be socially 
“adopted” among non-Jews represents to some 
Jews not only the final proof of their worthiness 
but is frequently also of considerable economic 
import. Thus, from self-preservation to self- 
hatred. 

Today, we find, in the main, two utterly antag- 
onistic camps of Jews, namely, reactionary assim- 
ilationists and intellectual Marxists, who are yet 
unanimous in their opposition to Jewish national 
activity. The former, a rapidly vanishing tribe, 
are usually quite sensitive about their Jewishness. 
Their main fear, perhaps, is that their social or 
professional status and security may be injured by 
too close an identification with their people. They 
really belong to that group of last and hoary 
Mohicans who practice their assimilation chiefly 
on one another, since the world of today neither 
allows nor desires their assimilation. Some of our 
Marxists, on the other hand, claim that Socialism 
will solve all Jewish problems and that Jewish 
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nationalism is superfluous and reactionary. It 
seems that neither of these two groups has out- 
grown the moribund nationalist concepts of the 
late nineteenth century. Both are still waiting for 
world Jewry to commit hara-kiri. Their chief 
hope is that the Jews somehow submerge, and 
vanish. Naturally, their sclerotic assimilationist 
anger rises when any attempt is made to foster 
Jewish cultural activity. 


One cannot help but inquire about the under- 
lying motives of these Jews. Why, for instance, 
does the left-oriented Jewish intellectual exude so 
much compassion and sympathy over the fate of 
the Ethiopians, Czechs, Chinese, Tibetans, or 
Liberian Negroes, and in the same breath so 
violently oppose, or at best show disinterest in 
any national efforts in behalf of murderously per- 
secuted Jewish minorities? Why does the wealthy 
Jewish assimilationist on the one hand endow and 
support every conceivable institution or cause, and 
only rarely aid those which serve the national cul- 
tural needs of the Jewish masses? To their 
shame, the Rothschilds, Schiffs, Kahns, Hirschs 
and Rosenwalds spurned and ejected Herzl, and 
later Weizmann, when they pleaded for support 
of the Jewish Homeland or the Hebrew Univers- 
ity. This contemptible attitude has been some- 
what modified recently, but has by no means 
disappeared. 

In general, we may say that Jewish reactions 
oscillate between two distinct patterns depending 
on the era, the economic and political status and 
the locality under consideration. The first is the 
self-sufficient narcissistic reaction pattern—Jews 
whose worth is determined by their own proud 
estimate of themselves. They are more or less 
insulated from the evaluation which the environ- 
ment puts upon them. This Jew frequently looks 
upon himself as the carrier and inheritor of ances- 
tral tradition and the symbol of an heroic exist- 
ence. He bears his Jewishness with dignity, facing 
persecution almost sub specie generationis if not 
aeternitatis. But as a result of increasing environ- 
mental hostility, he is apt to develop narcissistic 
self-inflating neurotic trends to avenge and com- 
pensate for the ever-increasing burden of wrongs 
and injustices. 

The second reaction pattern is of a masochistic 
nature, bringing forth self-reproaches and a toxic 
self-hatred. Self-accusatory tendencies, guilt feel- 
ings, and perfectionist tendencies, as mentioned 
above, are discernible also within past traditional 
Jewish life. Undoubtedly, the imposition of a rigor- 
ous justice and righteousness-demanding Jehovah- 
Moses super-ego, which then was no mere abstrac- 
tion but extended into every corner of the Jewish 
phyche, had a great deal to do with it. However, 
this was compensated for by the towering might of 
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the tradition. Through their religion, the Jews of 
past centuries obtained the security of being an 
integral part of a powerful unity providing men- 
tal equipoise and adequate refuge from all extreme 
neuroticism. This cannot be said of a great many 
modern Jews, who, divested of any protection, 
become the prey of vexing masochistic trends. 
Their complete servitude and dependence on the 
opinion of the “Goyim” is often pathetic. These 
Jews, afraid of venting their anger emotions 
against their hostile environment or their op- 
pressors, turn them inward or into that which 
Freud* describes as identification with the person 
against whom one feels accusations. A perma- 
nent fear pursues them, lest they do not conform 
to the standards of their neighbors. They become 
eager to submerge their own ego, their individual- 
ity, and derive a masochistic pleasure in annihilat- 
ing it. The individual suddenly discovers his loy- 
alty to the “stronger” cause, religion or patriotism 
(this Freudian motivation may be applied also to 
certain European sell-outs to the Nazis and would 
be an interesting politico-psychologic study) and 
literally begs to be absorbed and taken into the 
hitherto hostile fold. 


Behind a well-decorated facade, one can dis- 
cern among them other well-defined masochistic 
behavior patterns; some act like stowaways, seek- 
ing the security of unobtrusiveness, afraid to raise 
their voice beyond a whisper. Others, by maso- 
chistic self-minimizing, wearily “prove” that 
there ts no Jewish culture, that there is nothing 
worth fighting for, and that the sooner the Jews 
assimilate, die off, disappear, the better. In their 
poignant emotional servitude and isolation, many 
of these turn “Jewish anti-Semites” and exult at 
the “compliment” that they are unlike other Jews. 


5 pene FOLLOWING may serve as a typical ex- 
ample of the trend toward masochistic self- 
reproach. Many German Jews now declare that 
they have learned from their misfortune to avoid, 
in the future, being in the public eye. They state 
that their ambition and talent were superfluous and 
that they will now learn to be satisfied with less. 
These people have apparently subconsciously iden- 
tified themselves with the accusations of their Nazi 
tormentors. Forty years ago, the German Jews 
refused every urgent demand to cooperate in the 
establishment of a Jewish national home in Pales- 
tine; they were then afraid to express even mild 
sympathy with that cause, lest Junker Germany 
doubt the totality of their Germanization. Today, 
Hitler Germany merely taught some of them that 
the only thing wrong was their method of assimi- 
lation, and that it will be possible to attain this end 
through self-denial and unobtrusiveness. 





© Sigmund Freud, Mourning and Melancholia in Collected P. 6 
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Secretly, these people adore the strong, the 
powerful, and despise the weak, the persecuted, 
i. €., themselves, and those that resemble them. 
We know that an individual afflicted with this type 
of insecurity and fear-neurosis often tends to seek 
the security of self-belittlement and to stay in his 
hole. If he is offered a more favorable position 
than the one he holds, he becomes alarmed.* 
Similarly, our assimilationists are against any 
united concerted Jewish action. Jewish problems, 
they whisper, should be dealt with “quietly”. A 
few years ago, Great Britain offered the Jews 
Statehood in a part of Palestine, and as one might 
expect, our quixotic assimilationists did everything 
possible to prevent its consummation. 

But it must be remembered that they seldom 
thereby lose their neurotic anxiety. These Jews 
seldom feel themselves secure, since the basic 
source of their anxiety, the disparity between their 
facade and their background, remains. If they are 
renegades, they are always busy on the Sisyphean 
task of covering and tucking away their tell-tale 
Jewish characteristics. If ordinary assimilation- 
ists, they will attempt to avoid the (to them) pain- 
ful topic, and if unavoidable, will howl against and 
sabotage any Jewish national enterprise or en- 
deavor. Unable to escape the onus of their guilt 
feelings, they extol their enemies and accuse the 
Jews i. e., themselves, for all the misfortunes that 
have befallen them. Their newly-acquired loyal- 
ties or devotions are not rooted, since their adjust- 
ment is basically an insecure pseudo-adaptation. 


These various abnormal attitudes are unfortu- 
nately beyond the reach of psychoanalysis, nor can 
they be much altered through insight or argument. 
They are a result of powerful environmental influ- 
ences. The mass of contradictions weighing down 
upon the modern Jew, his instinctive fears, his in- 
delible feeling of inferiority, insecurity and fre- 
quently his self-hatred, are a result of the treat- 
ment he has received from his rulers everywhere; 
and only the march of events will in time alter this 
situation. Today, we are a people of refugees 
hounded, homeless, and with Nazi-fascist forces 
threatening our annihilation. Today, everywhere, 
we are at the mercy of any upstart politician, of 
any parvenu, Coughlinite or of any political move- 
ment capitalizing on race hatred. But the birth 
pangs of the twenticth century are just beginning. 
Vast social and political changes are approaching, 
some are already adumbrated, others are still in 
the womb of time. It is clearly evident that the 
political, social, cultural and economic values of 
occidental civilization are in that process of disso- 
lution, which precedes a recasting within the fur- 
nace of the historical process. Forces beyond the 
control of any individual or nation are hurling 


* Karen Horney, New Ways in Psychoanalysis, page 254. 
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mankind into a new epoch, into a new rhythm of 
its basic life patterns. 

Those of us who look upon the historical contin- 
uity of the Jewish people as both desirable and 
inevitable must ask ourselves what this new world 
will mean to us? And to ask this question for the 
Jews means to ask it for all the oppressed people 
of the world. Jacob Lestschinsky* shows that 
the Jews are sociologically and economically usually 
decades ahead of the general population. Speng- 
ler advanced this lack of synchronization, this 
“difference in phase,” as the most profound ele- 
ment of difference between the older Jewish cul- 
ture and the younger Western civilization. The 


Jews may thus well serve as a seismograph for , 


coming social events. Nazi-fascism, for example, 
has only recently become the nightmare of mil- 
lions, but to the Jews it was already to twenty 
years ago, with the appearance of the first swas- 
tikas on the streets of Munich and Berlin. The 
fate of all oppressed nationalities and persecuted 
minorities is therefore intimately bound up with 
that of the Jews. What are the possible alterna- 
tives facing them now? 


To this we may reply that the era of the gentil 
homme, of laissez faire, of semi-freedom and 
semi-enslavement is rapidly disappearing. The 
contradictions in the political and economic field 
seem to have reached their apex and are thunder- 
ously galloping towards the violent resolution of 
their unbearable conflicts. It seems, too, that the 
only alternatives facing us now are either world 
fascism with the enslavement of all peoples, the 
ghettoization of all Jews—or the liberation of all 
mankind from the fascist forces of tyranny and 
oppression ensuing in the liberation of the masses 
of all peoples. In either case, the Jewish people, 
like the rest of mankind, will undergo profound 
changes. In the one case, if fascism proves victori- 
ous, the “stigma” of Jewish nationality will be 
forced upon world Jewry as it has been upon the 
German Jews, who, after centuries of thorough 
assimilation, vying to out-Germanize the Germans 
in the fields of Deutschtum and Vaterlandsliebe, 
were expelled with the force of a catharsis from 
the body of the German organism. The world 
fascist cartel will undoubtedly follow the Hitlerian 
prescription and segregate all Jews into some 
remote tropical or arctic colony and thus “solve” 
the Jewish problem for all eternity. But under 
the almighty fascist yoke, the fate of the common 
people everywhere will not differ much from the 
one of the banished Jews. The victory of German, 
Japanese and Italian fascism will mean world fa- 
scism, and the scientifically organized serfdom of 
all mankind for an indefinite period of time. If 
fascism, on the other hand, should be crushed, a 


© Medical Leaves, 1940. 
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death-blow will simultaneously be dealt to all op- 
pression, anti-Semitism, persecutions and the 
Gleichschaltung of minorities. A new day will 
dawn for all oppressed masses and nationalities 
of mankind. And in this coming era, of a man- 
kind liberated from the dead weight of the past, 
Jewish life, too, will lose many of its problems; 
indeed, most of its present conflicts and contradic- 
tions will lose their etiological basis. 


For what are the basic roots of the Jewish 
problem? Homelessness and condemnation to a 
status of inferiority as a persecuted national minor- 
ity. Eliminate these and there will no more be a 
Jewish problem than a Peruvian, a Swiss, or a Nic- 
araguan problem. The difficulties of any national 
minority are produced, often synthetically, by 
those in whose interest it lies to promote racial 
and national hatreds. With the abolition of the 
causes that lead to national aggression, war and 
oppression, the vital problems of all nations and 
peoples will easily resolve themselves. Similarly, 
many of the internal conflicts and contradictions of 
national minorities too, will be relegated to the 
past. With the disappearance of the emotions of 
fear, insecurity, and inferiority, there will go also 
the psychologic and economic motivations for as- 
similationist ideology. For by what standard is 
Yiddish a “lower” language than French or Ger- 
man, that one should pride oneself upon the latter 
and be ashamed of the former? What is there in 
French or German history or culture that to be 
named a member of these nationalities should be 
more complimentary than to be called a Jew? 
Yet, these attitudes will prevail until the agencies 
which have acted to degrade, enslave and lower 
the Jew are eradicated. 


There are also sufficient indications that the 
expansive nationalistic doctrines of the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries are doomed to extinction. 
They arose out of a transitory mode of economic 
competition, and were used as instruments of war 
and conquest. The normal folk-sentiments of 
national groups and cultures were utilized by the 
Treitschkes, the Czarist Black Hundreds, the Fa- 
scisti, the Mikados, the Muftis, the Nazis, the 
Cagoulards, the Falangists, the Frontists, and the 
vampires of all peoples, to divide, to exploit, to 
tule, to incite and to pogromize. The nationalisms 
of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries chained 
the organic and cultural needs and will of the 
people to the chariot of violence and expansion. 
Nationalism, the normal striving towards national 
independence and freedom, has been exploited, as 
was done with the Wilsonian idea of national self- 
determination, with the concepts and ideals of 
Socialism, Culture and indeed with Science itself, 
by the various gangsters of history, for their own 
bloody ends. 
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5 WE must beware of confusing this prosti- 
tution of nationalism with the normal senti- 
ment of nationalism itself. The use made by the 
Nazis of certain historical, biological and anthro- 
pological facts or theories, scrambling them up to 
enhance their fascist hold on the masses, does not 
invalidate the facts themselves. Almost any fact 
or idea can be interpreted or stretched into dia- 
metrically opposite directions. The fascist propa- 
ganda danger lies just in their frequent use of 
correct data and plausible theories for corrupt 
ends. Nationalism as such is not the cause of 
hatred or war among people. It is used as an in- 
strument to engender war and hatreds. The Nazis 
cleverly shout of the German national need for 
lebensraum, but we know that the only raum they 
are fighting for are the Balkan, African and South 
American markets needed for their giant monop- 
olies. The abolition of these expansive oppressive 
nationalisms will release the true creative energies 
within the peoples and their national cultures. In 
the new world to come, there will be no master or 
slave nations, no inferior or superior races. In- 
stead of a slavish imitator, afraid lest its superior 
host should not approve its way of life, each people 
will be free to enrich the sum total of human en- 
deavor in its own pattern. And only through such 
a true nationalism, will real internationalism be 
possible. 


Meanwhile, however, some of our reactionaries 
still maintain that the cultivation of Jewish nation- 
alism runs counter to ‘one-hundred-percent”’ 
Americanism. Its spokesmen demand that the 
Jewish masses assimilate themselves and obliterate 
their folk culture. Together with arch-reaction- 
aries everywhere else, they demand _ national 
Gleichschaltung. They are eager to introduce 
here too the jingoist, narrow, goose-stepping, all- 
embracing type of nationalism. Curiously, how- 
ever, as mentioned above, our leftist intellectuals, 


‘when it comes to the Jews, maintain practically 


the same thesis, although for an ostensibly opposite 
reason. While defending, for example, the cul- 
tural and national independence of the Chinese or 
the Mongols, and their right to be happy in their 
own fashion, they denounce anyone claiming the 
same for the Jews, professing that Jewish nation- 
alism is somehow reactionary. They eagerly look 
forward to the day when, with the disappearance 
of the economic causes of anti-Semitism, and ulti- 
mate freedom to assimilate, the Jews will make 
their quiet exit from the historical arena. They 
belittle and wish to have nothing in common with 
any constructive Jewish national effort. That this 
attitude has nothing in common with the tenets of 
Marxism, is amply evidenced by the fact that in 
the U. S. S. R. itself, the Soviet government is 
encouraging and supporting the culture and lan- 
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guage of each of its numerous nationalities within 
its boundaries. We must conclude that our left- 
oriented Jewish intellectuals, are using the de- 
nunciation of “reactionary” as a smokescreen, 
cover and escape—or as a rationalization—for a 
basically neurotic self-hatred. They often like 
to speak of “the masses’ but most of them do 
not touch the Jewish masses with a ten-foot pole. 
Often, too, their “love for humanity” rings insin- 
cere and hollow; because it is difficult to love 
other peoples while seeking to escape from or 
secretly despising one’s own. 


It ought to be evident that Americanism is in 
essence a political concept. Americanism primar- 
ily means a union of States and nationalities on 
the basis of freedom and democracy. The pri- 
mary demands of Americanism are political, i. e., 
the discharge of one’s duties as a loyal citizen of 
the Union. By this standard, a recently immi- 
grated refugee, active in the support and defense 
of American democracy, is infinitely more of an 
“American” than a blue-blood engaged in subver- 
sive activities, ready to sell out and sacrifice Amer- 
ican democracy on the bloody altar of Nazism. 
The existence of national minorities, therefore, 
conflicts in no way with true Americanism, as long 
as the former are loyal to the fundamental prin- 
ciples of American government. And to our 
assimilationists on the left, we wish to point 
out that the stamp of history, tradition, culture, 
language, way of life, and an infinite number of 
other characteristics, have placed the Jews in the 
category of a nationality; that there are tre- 
mendously vital and creative forces within this 
group which should be preserved instead of dissi- 
pated; that these very forces constantly act to- 
wards the perpetuation of the Jews as a people; 
that the basic source of the will or hope for assim- 
ilation and disappearance, no matter under what 
guise it may appear, is due to self-hatred and 
feelings of inferiority; that for some yet unknown 
reason, the great Jewish masses themselves some- 
how continue to persist as such and that no amount 
of wishful thinking will effect their dissolution. 


Future generations, in considering our present 
era, will perhaps inquire how our people survived 
the paralyzing strokes and the avalanche of perse- 
cutions which have been directed against it during 
the last decade. But the historically unparalleled 
counter-offensive of our indomitable pioneers of 
Palestine will undoubtedly be forwarded as one of 
the major reasons for our survival during the 
twentieth century. The Jewish national organism 
is reacting during this century in a different manner 
to insult and persecution. It has become revital- 
ized through “newly-burst powerful anger emo- 
tions.” The old “traditional” Jewish response- 
pattern to violence, cruelty and barbarism, usually 
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consisted of anemic cringing before the aggressor, 
futile mimicry and imitation, self-hatred through 
assimilation or apostasy, or the bleak, weary 
lamentations of a Heine that ‘Judaism is a dis- 
ease.” ‘Today, we see instead the sturdy, muscular 
response of resolute pioneers who relegated the 
traditional problems in “Judaism” to the limbo 
of the past. Their problems in “Judaism’”’ are of 
an altogether different nature: how to consolidate 
and fortify the Jewish homeland, how to promote 
irrigation, to increase the fertility of the land, how 
to subdue malaria and a host of other endemic 
diseases, or how to settle another half-million 
Jews on soil which begs for cultivation. 

A task has been cut out for the Jews of this gen- 
eration. While fighting the great battles of all 
mankind, the Jews must at the same time build 
their own national homeland. This inescapable 
task is the sine qua non of any valid Jewish eman- 
cipation. Many Jews have been slow to recognize 
that most Jewish internal and external maladjust- 
ments and problems are due to their lack of a 
national homeland. Even Soviet Russia was forced 
to admit the necessity of a Jewish homeland and 
offered Soviet Jewry Biro-Bidjan as an autonom- 
ous Jewish republic. 


Yet in many ways, our positions today are even 
stronger in spite of all recent adversities. Never 
before have there been as many constructive and 
creative forces active among Jews as there are 
today. That which the Jewish youth of Central 
and Eastern Europe has accomplished in Palestine 
during the last twenty years is ample evidence of 
the great vitality of our people. Fate and history 
have willed it that Palestine be our national home- 
land. No amount of arguing will turn back this 
historical will of the Jewish people; it is a reality 
and no Arab terror nor fascist bombing will per- 
manently abolish it. Already they have built there 
the complete structure necessary for a national 
autonomy, from kindergartens to universities, 
from institutes of research to model agricultural 
systems. They possess their own press and liter- 
ature, their towns, cities and villages, their own 
song, music and science, their own defense and 
labor organizations, sanitation, health services, 
their own political groupings and struggles, and 
their own contacts with the great political and 
cultural movements of the world. 

As far as the fate of world Jewry is concerned, 
no matter what the outcome of the present world 
struggle will be, it will continue its existence. 
Fascism will be destroyed or will ultimately prove 
its own Nemesis. The coming new world will 
certainly not find any discrepancy between, say, the 
cultivation of Finnish, Norwegian, Yiddish or 
Hebrew culture and being a good American; or 
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being an internationalist like Freud or Einstein, 
and yet vitally interested in the survival of Jewish 
culture through the YWO (Jewish Scientific Insti- 
tute) or through a Jewish homeland in Palestine. 

Meanwhile, the accumulated hatreds and the 
explosive vengeance of a dying world are rocking 
the foundations of all that man believed as inviola- 
ble. Again, the Golem is on the march. The sun 
of a parting world is setting, amidst the staccato 
hammering of fascist diesel-driven anvils, the 
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crescendo of dive bombers, the ghoulish cacaphony 
of a thousand sirens, and the stench of charred 
and twisted flesh and steel. But again the word, 
in the end, will prove mightier than the iron dinos- 
aur. The morbid primeval darkness of fascist 
mysticism and insanity will evanesce before the 
onslaught of mankind’s new dawn. There will be 
new boundaries, horizons and foundations. And 
in this rebuilt new world structure the Jew must 
find his just status among the nations of this earth. 


Jewish Indians In Mexico 


by Marie Syrkin 





HE GODS have not left Mexico. Despite the 

confiscation of church property, the anti-cler- 
icalist edicts, the revolutionary propaganda, Mex- 
ico is a land of believers. Anyone who has seen 
a peon devoutly trudging up a pyramid surmounted 
by a cross to bring flowers to the Virgin, feels 
this. Perhaps the children studying in the great 
modern public school ‘‘Revolution,” erected by the 
government, have been emancipated from the grip 
of the cleric, but no one who has watched an In- 
dian woman, with a child at her breast, praying to 
the Madonna, can doubt that here is faith at its 
simplest. 

It is piety, pure, uncritical, completely credu- 
lous, completely resigned, more impressive in its 
quiet, motionless grace than the turbulent ecstasy 
of the Negro. The Gods of miracle and compas- 
sion, of kindness and omnipotence, have not been 
exorcized from the poor Indian’s needy heart by 
rationalist slogans. They are still there—the idols 
of the Aztec, the saints of the church; and, un- 
expectedly enough, Jehovah too may be found in 
the pantheon. 

Tourist guide books make no mention of the 
Jewish Indians. There are only three thousand 
of them scattered throughout Mexico. A poor 
and ignorant lot, with no shrine of gold and ala- 
baster, of silver and obsidian, to attract the aver- 
age sight-seer. It was only after I had stood 
before countless rose-bedecked altars hallowed to 
the Virgin and had marvelled alike at the glory 
of the church and the beauty of the worshippers, 
that I learned of my Indian brethren. Their exist- 
ence has been known for some years, but every 
Jewish journalist who comes to Mexico discovers 
them anew. The Mexican Jewish community, it- 
self for the most part only some twenty years in 
the land, has been taking a protective interest in 
this strange branch of the tree of Israel, and now 
a visit to the Indian Jews has become a part of the 
itinerary of any visitor with specific Jewish 
interests. 


The Jewish Indians are descendants of Mar- 
ranos* who came to Mexico with the Spaniards 
at the beginning of the sixteenth century. Most 
of the Marranos were eventually assimilated (two 
presidents of the Republic, Porfirio Diaz and 
Francisco Madero, were of Marrano stock) but 
some remained Jews. The Jewish Indians date 
from these Marranos who intermarried with the 
natives and converted them to Judaism. These 
Indians, too, led a Marrano existence practicing 
their Judaism secretly and suffering the persecu- 
tion of the Inquisition when discovered. The first 
auto de fe in America took place in Mexico in 
1574. Not until 1910, the time of the Madero 
revolution, were the Indians able to avow their 
Judaism openly. 


When they were brought to light, they were 
found to be observing a curious mixture of pagan, 
Catholic and Jewish rites. They knew no He- 
brew; their children were uncircumcized. During 
the past few years, the Mexican Jewish com- 
munity has taken them under its wing. A few 
volunteer teachers have been instructing them; 


_and now some Hebrew words and prayers have 


been introduced into their services. They have 
been taught to unscramble Jewish from Catholic 
holidays. In short, they are being “enlightened,” 
but, as the gentleman who took me to their syna- 
gogue put it, they are no longer as “original” as 
they were in their pristine state. 


The barrenness of the Indian “synagogue,” if 
such it could be called, was startling after the 
elaborate beauty of the Catholic churches I had 
been seeing. Nothing but a small, dingy hall on 
the outskirts of the city, with neither pomp nor 
grandeur to comfort the believing heart. A plain 
room with pale blue walls and rough wooden 
benches. A little table stood in the front of the 
room instead of a pulpit. No holy scrolls, no 
velvet curtains, no candelabras—none of the 





* Marranos were Jews who embraced Christianity under duress and 
fear of the Inquisition but secretly continued to practice their faith, 
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austere ceremonial permitted to Judaism. The 
sole evidence indicating that we were in a holy 
place was a large sign inscribed in Hebrew letters: 
Shma Israel, adonai elohenu, adonai echad, with a 
Magen David on each end. And then, in the more 
familiar Spanish, hung a placard: Silencio en la 
‘ casas de Dios (Silence in the house of God). So 
it was the house of God! 

I looked at the congregation. There were about 
twenty-five women, fifteen men, and perhaps a 
dozen children, most of them typical Indians 
dressed in sarapes and shawls. Here and there 
one saw a face that looked Spanish, perhaps 
Semitic. An Indian in overalls entered ar - care- 
fully unwrapped his Bible from its protective 
newspaper. An Indian woman courteously handed 
me a Bible. It was in Spanish, published by the 
American Bible Society for distribution by mis- 
sionaries, and consequently contained both the 
Old and New Testaments. 

The “rabbi,” a street car conductor on week- 
days, wore neither robes nor talis. The sole token 
of the dignity of his office was a purple skull cap. 
The service began with a Spanish hymn, Zion 
bendita seas (Zion be blessed) sung to a-_popular 
Salvation Army tune, and followed by the Hatik- 
vah in Hebrew. “Our hope is not lost” chanted 
my Indian brothers with fervor. 

The rabbi’s sermon, in Spanish, was obviously 
addressed to the American visitors as well as to 
the congregants. The rabbi offered his followers 
a simple task. European Jews, American Jews, 
he explained to his listeners, had lost their faith 
in God. It was the mission of the Indian Jew to 
give back faith to the Jew and the world. 

The poor handful before him bowed reverently. 
The mission, always the mission, even here amid 
these worshippers. 


Possibly in deference to the presence of strang- 
ers, the service was taken over by the most influ- 
ential member of the congregation, the head of the 
Marranos, a successful lawyer in Mexico City, 
obviously a man of consequence and standing. 
Not knowing Spanish, I could not follow his 
sermon, but with the aid of my guide I managed 
to get the drift of his remarks. He covered con- 
siderable territory ranging from the Babylonians 
to “Dr. Theodor Herzl,” interspersing his com- 
ments with Bible texts. We turned to Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, Isaiah and Malachi. The details of the 
learned exegesis escaped me, but recurrently came 
the prophetic words all Jews could understand. 
Asi dice Jehovah (Thus spoke the Lord). And 
there were other words too whose meaning there 
was no mistaking. Pueblo Israel—I knew as well 
as the shawled Indian woman that he spoke of the 
“Deople of Israel.” And “diaspora.” Perhaps I 
understood that better. There were still other 








old friends running through the discourse: anti- 
Semita; anti-Zionista; “Hitler”; “Ford”. 

I looked again at the congregation. Simple 
Indians surely. They could have been bearing 
roses to the Virgin of Guadalupe; they could have 
been dancing in the dawn in the religious fiesta at 
Los Remedios; they could have been kneeling amid 
lit tapers and the smell of incense in a great 
vaulted church whose beauty offered the heaven 
their miserable lives desired; they could have had 
music and pageantry and the refuge of splendor, 
denied them otherwise. What strange power kept 
them here, in a bare room, accepting the Jewish 
destiny—anti-semitisma, ‘Hitler’, Dice el Senor 
Jehovah. 


Splendor was here too, but it was abstract, in- 
tangible—la splendor of Jerusalem, described in 
a Spanish hymn superbly sung by a youth whose 
voice would have been the fortune of any cantor. 
The service concluded with the same Salvation 
Army chant with which it had begun. 

An old Indian woman came up to me and shook 
my hand; Shabat Shalom, she said. 


I saw the Jewish Indians once again in the little 
village of Venta Prieta, a few hours’ ride beyond 
Mexico City. A group of us had been invited to 
dinner at one of the Indian homes, thanks to the 
courtesy of their chief. Venta Prieta had about 
twelve Jewish families and a number of Catholic 
Indians, forming a small community. It was a 
wretched place. A poor and dirty Indian village, 
though no doubt there are some still poorer and 
dirtier. The homes were miserable one-room 
hovels in which the prolific Indian family slept, 
ate and dwelt. Pigs wallowed in the surrounding 
mud. The children were dirty, half-naked, many 
with sore eyes. A few huts had crosses to dis- 
tinguish the Christian dwellings from those of the 
Jews. Except for this mark, there was no telling 
the Catholic and Jewish Indians apart. 


Dinner was going to be served in the home of 
the “rich man” of the community. He actually 
boasted more than one room, in addition to sleep- 
ing quarters; he had a “parlor” furnished with 
chairs, a table and lace curtains. When we ar- 
rived the chairs were all piled in the courtyard 
while the floor was being freshly scrubbed for the 
expected company. Great preparations were obvi- 
ously afoot. The man of the house had gone to 
the neighboring village to fetch water. The local 
supply was too filthy even for cooking, let alone 
drinking. All the women and children were 
hustling about, preparing the banquet. 

We walked around the village to give our hosts 
an opportunity to finish their preparations. It 
was het and dusty. I trudged about in the dirt 
trying to locate the “Jewishness” I had come to 
see. A sow and her litter guzzled filth energetic- 
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ally. A squalid and depressing place! Then we 
were shown the community shul. It was naturally 
even smaller than the one in Mexico City—just a 
little room with a few benches. But it was clean, 
a clean place amid uncleanliness. Outside the pigs 
grunted, but inside was sanctuary. There was a 
Bible on the table, a sign with a Magen David, as 
in the Mexico City synagogue, and a blackboard 
with a Hebrew prayer. On the wall was the 
painstaking handiwork of two Indian boys. One 
had drawn a map of Palestine, neatly coloring and 
lettering it, so that all could clearly see the holy 
coast line and the names of the sacred cities. The 
other boy—the artist—had created an elaborate 
composition with Moses, the Ten Commandments, 
and the Lion of Judah helping out. These were 
the only adornments in the room. The Law had 
found its way to an Indian village, and the geog- 
raphy of Zion was being studied by a few, semi- 
literate Indian peasants. 

By the time we came back, dinner was ready. 
It was being served in the courtyard, where a 
table had been placed. Stone tubs of wash stood 
about. There were no pigs in this yard, but many 
dogs, scrawny cats and chickens wandered under- 
foot. And the flies were legion. I surveyed the 
feast with terror. I had met flies, God knows, 
but these were Mexican flies, bearing typhoid and 
dysentery, as every American tourist has been fore- 
warned. However, to decline the professed hos- 
pitality was out of the question. Judaism, I felt, 
was about to claim another martyr. 

It was a real Indian banquet, somewhat tem- 
pered for the weak stomachs of the strangers. 
Our party of five sat down with the men of the 
household. The only Indian woman at the table 
was an ancient dame, obviously the matriarch of 
the tribe. The other women and children were 
busy serving and baking tortillas, fresh hot batches 
of which kept appearing. The fare was native; 
chicken with molle, beans with pungent cheese, 
platters of young fresh corn, and endless heaps 
of tortillas which were used as spoons by our 
hosts. All this was washed down by large 
draughts of pulke, the national intoxicant made 
from the cactus. The bond of gefilte fish was 
absent. This was really alien territory, despite 
the Magen David which our host wore in his lapel. 

The children came out to survey the strangers 
who were being dined in such style. We ate silent- 
ly and industriously. Conversation came hard even 
for those of our party who knew Spanish. I 
marvelled at the generosity of this family which 
had expended so much time, effort and money on a 
group of curious tourists. Or were we, so dif- 
ferent in every way, more than tourists? Did they 
feel any kinship? It was hard to tell. We smiled 
at the women, trying to register gratitude, but 
communication was difficult. 
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The old woman who sat with us had a history. 
Her father had been scalded to death in boiling 
oil for “Judaizing”. This had happened before 
1910, when Judaism was still prescribed. We sat 
together, American Jews, Mexican Jews, the In- 
dian woman whose father had perished for the 
faith, the Indian men—smiling occasionally at 
each other and eating tortillas. 


It was time to go. Everybody came out to 
watch our departure. There were children of all 
sizes—obviously babies came every year without 
benefit of birth control. We wanted to say some- 
thing pleasant to the young woman with the 
smallest baby in her arms—a black-eyed, little 
Indian boy. We asked through our interpreter as 
one asks all women: ‘‘What is the baby’s name ?”’ 

And the Indian mother answered: “Israel.” 








Dr. Nachman Syrkin's works in Hebrew with an intro- 
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The Broker With The Willkie Button 


by Anton Kuh 





ES, YES, I know, it is not only brokers, and 
among them Jews, who wear Willkie buttons 
in their lapels. 
My American friends need not jump at me with 
a series of lectures on party traditions in this 
country. They need not harangue me upon the 
racial and religious tolerance associated with the 
term “Republican” or even with the term “Re- 
actionary” in this country. Still less need they 
drive home the point that only we, the recent ar- 
rivals from Europe, inject the dubious distinction 
between the Jew and Gentile into the commonly 
accepted and venerable ideology of the American 
party system. They do not have to explain to me 
that because a man is a member of the Democratic 
party he is not necessarily a lover of the Jews; nor 
is a Republican an anti-Semite because of his party 
afflliation. 
In spite of all this, I take particular interest in 
the type of person who advocates the Willkie 
button. Call him what you will: a Jewish—Park 
Avenue—Wall Street—or assimilationist Repub- 
lican. Do you think this an obsession? Undiplo- 
matic? Tactless? So much the better. We, the 
new arrivals, have suffered the consequences of 
“tact” and “diplomacy” on the other side. There, 
also, we believed that an unspoken truth was inani- 
mate and harmless and only a concrete definition 
of that truth gave it life. There, too, we believed 
that we could circumvent burning issues by discreet 
silence and evasiveness. Then we learned a les- 
son. And since then, tactlessness became our mis- 
sion in life! We never want to abandon that 
eT licoker with the Willkie button looks at 
me pleadingly: “What do you want? .. . I lived 
in peace until the devil made me send you af- 
fidavits. I am an American. Gentiles are my busi- 
ness friends. The word ‘Jew’ as a political argu- 
ment is familiar to me only through your use of 
it. I always voted Republican. My father was 
a Republican and so was my grandfather. Roose- 
velt ruins our business. He has destroyed our 
economic system. You don’t understand anything 
about that because you don’t know America and 
you are not familiar with the stock exchange. 
No doubt you do not have enough money to es- 
tablish yourself as a responsible patriot. Why 
must you continually harp about ‘Jew, Jew? Do 
you want to make my party, my fellow citizens, 
conscious at any cost of differences they never 
ught of ?” 
oo my dear Mr.— (You may call him by any 
third or fourth name appearing in the Manhattan 


Classified Telephone Directory, page 1060 ff.), 
have you such a short memory? Two weeks ago 
I was invited to attend a sumptuous dinner given 
by you. The waiter served the plates in white- 
gloved hands, while you looked at me meaning- 
fully as if to warn me to omit the word “Jew” 
while conversing in his presence. But the mem- 
bers of your household talked of nothing else but 
their Jewish worries. They asked if “it” could 
happen here? And when “it” would happen 
here? And how “‘it’? may be avoided? Your 
wife drew closer to enter the conversation; so did 
your son and daughter and, if I remember cor- 
rectly, so did your brother-in-law and two aunts. 
Then they asked me with bated breath if London 
could hold out and they knocked superstitiously 
on the leg of the table. When coffee was served 
the domestic situation was discussed. With the 
liquors the names of Coughlin, Ford, McWilliams 
and Lindbergh were mentioned. I was very much 
impressed. Look here, I thought, it begins to 
dawn upon them already. They are losing their 
artificial complacency at the mention of the word 
“Jew”. They do not try to convince us that they 
consider foreign and domestic politics distinct 
from each other. They are already aware that 
domestic politics and the Jewish problem can be 
one and the same. Four, eight or even twelve 
years ago they never thought about themselves as 
Jews when they went to vote the democratic or 
republican tickets. But now something disturbs 
them. They cannot separate the Jew and the voter 
in themselves no matter how much they try to 
whitewash the fact. See here, Mr.—, that makes 
me, an ex-Epropean Jew, happy and optimistic. 
And now, do you consider yourself only an Amer- 
ican? A Republican without some secret mis- 
givings? I don’t believe you. On the contrary, 
I rather assume that the American cock-sureness 
and bravado with which you stuck on the button 
was just put on in order to impress people. I am 
well aware of the vanity of your -class. It is 
enough for you to keep up appearances or to 
be counted among the ranks of a patriotic clique 
which does not concern itself with Jews or which 
definitely excludes Jews. That means more to you 
than your inward anxiety. You will forgive me 
if I tell you how this symbol in your buttonhole 
impresses us, the European Jews of yesterday: 
it is like an ostentatious boast: “I must not af- 
filiate myself with a party which is more promising 
so far as the Jews are concerned, when they per- 
mit me membership in a party which is less likely 
to champion a Jewish cause!” 
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Here I meet the broker with the Willkie button 
on his own ground and I come in conflict with his 
cock-sureness. He wishes me to know that the 
Republicans are not anti-Semites. He asks me to 
abandon the egocentric theory of Jews who face 
the contemporary world only as Jews. I should 
consider the bare facts, since the Jew is not 
the center of creation. He points to Hoover's 
activities for the benefit of refugees. Warming 
up to his topic he begins to talk about Willkie. 
When did Willkie ever do anything in word or 
deed against the Jews or against Jewish interests? 
On the contrary, in answer to a query from a Jew- 
ish newspaper, did he not emphasize the fact that 
racial differences are foreign to him, that he con- 
siders them barbaric and leaves them to Hitler? 
Did he not say this... and that . . . and the 
other? No. Willkie and the Republicans under 
his leadership are essentially as democratic as 
Mr. and Mrs. Roosevelt. In addition, both allow 
capitalism to exist, Jewish and non-Jewish. 

I do not know whether Willkie told everything. 
No doubt he said everything which must be said 
in order to win the votes of the Christians and 
the Jews alike. Assuredly he did not say any- 
thing which would make any section of his follow- 
ing doubt. More important than what he said 
or did not say of anti-Semitism, are certain in- 
direct reflections which his candidacy casts upon 
the future of the Jews. None of us doubt, for ex- 
ample, that England’s life and death struggle is 
at the same time a decisive battle for the Jewish 
fate. That this fate rests entirely upon whether 
the elan, the sympathy and the solidarity behind 
the idea of helping England for the coming year 
can be depended upon to come spontaneously and 
in full measure from the Democrats or will be 
carefully considered and meted out on the part 
of the Republicans. Then again, nobody under- 
rates the circumstance that Henry Ford, Father 
Coughlin and the Bund have urged their followers 
to elect Willkie. The powerful and organized 
anti-Semitic forces know what they do when they 
say yes or no. This time, too, they have a good 
nose for the significance of-the election of one or 
the other candidate. At any rate, they sense things 
better than the Jews who may wish to bamboozle 
their own political intuition. But these practical 
foreign and domestic political possibilities do not 
enter the problem. ‘They may be left to the 
know-it-all who views politics merely as a puzzle 
play. My only concern is with the type: the broker 
with the Willkie button. 

This type is not new to us European Jews of 
yesterday. We knew him in another garb, with 
another badge, but with the same face. In Ger- 
many he was called the “Reichswehr” or the 
“General Schleicher” Jew. In Czechoslovakia he 
was designated as the “Beran” Jew, after the head 
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of the reactionary party. And in Austria—where 
he even wore a party button on his coat—he was 
named the “Dollfuss” Jew. In the hour of Jew- 
ish peril he allied himself with the cause of the 
“fatherland.” He showed his concern for “great- 
er things” than those Jewish. He exhibited pride 
in being allowed to participate in a patriotic world 
outlook which has since been reserved only for 
the landed gentry and the racially pure. In ad- 
dition he adhered to the so-called ‘“‘wider hori- 
zon”. He was compelled to look away from that 
which directly concerned his own interests. These 
Jews carried this “wider horizon” around on 
their foreheads like a visible pair of powerful 
eye-glasses. It embraced such a large variety of 
horizons as the economic horizon, encompassing 
great enterprises, the cosmos of export and import, 
of wages and hours, of statistics on raw materials, 
of profits due to initiative in production, of control 
of competition. And since there seemed to be no 
room under the arch of the “wider horizon” for 
such trivial personal problems as: ‘How do I 
survive Hitler ?’’, ‘Where will I hide my head?” 
—they were simply disregarded like little hamlets 
or church steeples in a vast panorama. Then 
again, not everybody who wore these glasses had 
to be depressed by worries. Many only assumed 
the attitude of the forward-looking capitalist in 
order to be counted among the representatives of 
capitalism. Often one who merely had a small 
workshop with two employees, would regularly 
shoot off his mouth with talk about “‘security,” “his 
workers,” “his undertaking’ and “the necessity 
that there be an end to bolshevistic, socialist poli- 
cies,” “the throttling of industry” and “the cour- 
tailment of profits.” 


But whether he was big or small, this man with 
the horizon and with the button of the party of 
the fatherland would exchange his Jewish shirt, 
so to speak, for the cloak of capitalism. A Vien- 
nese socialist paper invented a fitting motto for 
this type: “It is better to have a small pogrom 
than a large property loss!” Both of these, the 
pogrom and the property loss (to the last cent) 
were visited upon him simultaneously. But before 
that the Dollfuss-Jew contributed generously to 
the coffers of the party for the purpose of execut- 
ing Social-Democrats, the most reliable opponents 
of anti-Semitism (February, 1934). Today, as 
a refugee he sits in one or another New York 
hotel and he has plenty of time to take stock of 
his past sins. Does he recognize them? Does he 
repent of them? Or does his sympathy go out 
toward the symbol of the Willkie button and he 
only waits for the day when he will attain citizen- 
ship in order to take appropriate action? That 
depends upon how much money he succeeded in 
taking over with him. 
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Enough of this analogy. One must admit that 
besides all this the Jews in Europe lacked the 
power and the strength of numbers to stem the 
course of events. Things are a little different 
with their fellow-Jews in America. In spite of 
that, it is still a sad spectacle to see American 
Jews even slightly on the wrong side of the fence, 
on the side which symbolizes that which must 
logically act against them to-morrow. It is much 
sadder at a time when the leftists and the rightists 
are keyed up as never before for a historical world 
struggle and every diminution of one side, every 
gain in weight on the other side, may be decisive 
factors later on. And it is saddest of all that the 
Jew (who is basically more equipped to know and 
to read the direction of the wind from outward 
appearances) should deliberately make himself 
intellectually smaller and simpler in order to be 
entitled to false moves. In actuality the broker 
with the Willkie button—to use him as a symbol 
of his class—counts himself among the well known 
type of assimilationist Jews, the kind that put on 
a dumb look. 

A Czechoslovakian wit once made the sugges- 
tion that liberal papers should simply divide their 
material into two halves by a line drawn through 
the middle of each page and that each half be 
captioned by large letters saying: ““Good for the 
Jews” and “Bad for the Jews.” This would 
spare the Jewish readers the trouble of wading 
through the labyrinth of current news reports and 
confusing editorials and comments. According 
to the above, how would the instinct of the Jew 
(if his head were not turned by the Willkie but- 
ton) guide him in setting up the type for the news: 
“Roosevelt defeated?” He would probably say: 
A holiday for Hitler—the:symbol of reliability is 
gone—the last liberal—We exchange his clarity 
of thought for ambiguity—security for uncertainty 
—the precision of a clear-cut will for maneuvering 
and diplomacy. The Jewish nerves react differ- 
ently and more directly than Jewish syllogism. 
But the Wall Street wearer of the Willkie button 
would rescue himself from the situation by means 
of the most preposterous and far-fetched syllog- 
ism, clothed in the terminology so familiar to us, 
who come from submerged Europe. He would no 
doubt say: 

‘We should not be too conspicuous, not even 
by having as president someone who is quite evi- 
dently not against us . . . Radical social legislation 
engenders anti-Semitism . . . When capital will 
have room to live and expand in, the people will 
forget about their evil thoughts . . . It is better to 
have a watchful group of liberals in the minority 
than an unpopular group of progressives at the 
helm . . . A moderate right wing takes the wind 
out of the sails of fascism . . . Rightists can do 
it because industry is behind them . . . Let the 








conservatives load themselves up with unpopular 
defense legislation . . . They at least have the au- 
thority to carry out emergency measures .. . We 
debate too much, we need rest . . . Let them bear 
the brunt of the war guilt . . . They will control 


excesses . . . They are the lesser evil than the 
unions . . . and; Now we know, at least, where we 
stand.” 


Oh, we know that run-down phonograph record 
from Europe by heart, about the “Wind out of 
their sails,” the “lesser evil,’ the “not to be con- 
spicuous,” the “authority in an emergency” and 
the passing of the buck about “war guilt.” How 
the desperate Jew here puts on the mask of the 
responsible capitalist and how the capitalist in 
him deadens the natural feeling of fear for him- 
self. And how little he understands the political 
crisis involved; it simply means the infiltration 
of a new order and a new power which sends 
ahead a forerunner in the person of some honored, 
jovial fellow who harbors no anti-Jewish prejudice, 
but all in all a shallow person who is the moderate 
vanguard sent into the field. This power was 
obtained by the tricky manipulation of the demo- 
cratic ways and means. Everything was prepared 
in advance, everything mobilized. Only the 
“rightist” Jew did not see it. He went to vote for 
Hindenburg in Germany and for Seipel in Austria, 
and he rebuked the man who reproved him, saying: 
“Because of such elements as you are we have a 
Hitler!” Much later he realized why there was a 
Hitler; that is, he realized the harm resulting 
from his policy as he witnessed the gradual dis- 
placement of the loyal civil, military and judicial 
authorities, captains of industry and labor leaders 
of the previous regime—this wonderful army of 
brave guardians of democracy not in uniform who 
did not allow the gangster elements any access to 
the legislative and administrative functions of the 
state and who would not put the Jews at the 
mercy of the scum of the people... 

Our friend, the broker, who knocks on wood 
with one hand when the topic of the war situation 
in England comes up, while in the other hand he 
holds the ballot which confers his blessing upon 
Ford, Lindbergh, Father Coughlin and Fritz 
Kuhn, is fully aware of the analogy. When he 
makes himself appear dumb, he does so for the 
sake of his prestige. Now and then it betrays it- 
self in his conversation. Suddenly in the midst of 
a heated argument, a kind of nostalgia silences 
him—a nostalgia for decency. 

Once it happened (before the nomination of 
Willkie) that I was invited to a party given by a 
well-to-do Jewish lady. I was introduced to Bank- 
er X ... Manufacturer, Y . . . and Broker Z. 
It was evidently my role to furnish the intellectual 
entertainment. Suddenly, before I was aware 
how it came about, all the guests sat in a circle 
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in an attitude of attention and my hostess called 
upon me to’ speak, apologizing for my broken 
English: “Now Mr. K. will tell us what he thinks 
about Roosevelt.” I grew hot under the collar. 
I am an alien and I avoid politics in company. I 
evaded the issue and saved my skin by a short 
dictum on esthetics: “In Europe,” I said, “in 
certain countries people became stupid because 
they were subjected daily for many years to the 
sight of the same brutish, coarse, ugly and in- 
human face glaring at them from newspapers, 
news reels and advertisements. Here in America 
people have the good fortune to mirror them- 
selves in the light of a really human face. This 
face pleases me very much and I assume it pleases 
all of you too. It is a unique face for which a 
double cannot be found easily and which one is 
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not likely to encounter at a bar or in a neighboring 
barber’s chair. I do not know why you should 
change this face for another. You may have to 
look at the other face for the next four years— 
four long years! Don’t you think your eyes may 
suffer some damage?” 

The lady looked at me dumbfounded. It seemed 
that I misunderstood my assignment and got off 
on the wrong foot. Evidently I was supposed to 
say something just the opposite. At the same time 
a worried pallor stole over her features akin to 
a fleeting feeling of guilt. The guests, too, were 
dissatisfied. Their eyes, which tired easily, seemed 
to say to me: “And you came over here for that? 
... To stir up the spirit of unrest and doubt? 

It serves me well. Immigrants should not be 
permitted to discuss politics. 


A Scene In Nazi Poland 


by Alfred Werner 





POLICE CELL in a small town in Nazi 

occupied Poland. A Nazi soldier flings open 
the door and kicks four people into the dark wet 
cave, one after the other: a young woman, a 
peasant, an official and a rabbi. “Ihr Schweine!” 
he shouts after them and bangs the door. 

Peasant with a sigh: What did he say? 

Rabbi: He said: You swine! 

Official: You Jews, you always understand the 
language of the enemy, whether he is Prussian, 
Austrian or Russian. 

Rabbi: We have learned to understand the 
languages of all oppressors. 

Official: But the Russian isn’t your oppressor ; 
he is your liberator, isn’t he? 

Rabbi: We have only one liberator—up there! 
(He points upward) 

Woman: But you Jews have no God, I think. 

Rabbi: Are you perfectly sure that you believe 
in God, young lady? 

Woman: I believe—that*you Jews have cruci- 
fied our Saviour—and that you are guilty of the 
distress of Poland—that you have drawn the 
enemy into our country—and that we have to suf- 
fer for your treachery. 

Rabbi: Well, that is some kind of belief. 

Woman (to the official): Do you think he 
means that, ironically? 

Official: Those Yids are always ironical; they 
always leave a backdoor open for their real 
opinions. Always a backdoor, but this time there 
will be no backdoor for you. (He rushes at the 

ew. 
‘ habe intercepting the blow: Mind the lady, if 
you please. 





Official (apologizing) : I humbly beg your par- 
don, Madam. My anger about the infidel Jew 
made me forget. 


Rabbi: That all of us at present are hostages of 
the German occupation army; that we may be shot 
the next moment, without anyone to care about it. 

Official, boastfully: Even in prison I am still a 
Pole. 

Rabbi, ambiguously: Yes, even in prison you 
are still—a Pole... 

Peasant, as if awakening, speaking slowly: I 
listen to you. I am only a simple man, but I can’t 
help asking myself: What am I? 

Official: You are a Pole—what else? 

Peasant, excitedly: Mud and shadows and a 
heap of shaky bones—that’s Poland! 

Woman, weeps: They have plundered our flat 
and dragged away my husband! 

Rabbi: There’s not a single house in the Jewish 
quarter which has not been demolished, no man 
they have not beaten almost to death, no woman 
who was not attacked by some soldier—that is 
German thoroughness! 

Official: Why, that’s war. 
with Germany. 

Peasant: I don’t understand. All of us speak 
different languages. 

Rabbi (in a low voice) : I understand you. 

Peasant (furiously): Jan, my only son, was 
made a soldier. Good. Now he is lying some- 
where in a field rotting. That’s not good. The 
Prussians came, asked me a question in German— 
I shook my head—did not understand. They beat 
me with their guns; how long I was lying there, I 
don’t know—terrible head-ache—a smell of some- 
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thing burning awoke me—my house was ;burning 
and I was lying in it! 

Woman: You see, the Germans are heathens, 
too—like the Jews! 

Rabbi: But they go to church, don’t they? 

Woman (bitterly) : We are the faithful ones— 
that’s why we have to suffer! 

Rabbi: Now you have said something very true. 

W oman: So you do believe—too ? 

Rabbi: Just in another way, young lady—in 
another way. 

Soldier (flings open the door): Die Hure 
zuerst! (The harlot first!) 

Woman (anxiously) : What did he say? 

Rabbi: He said—the lady first. 

Woman (less anxiously) : What do they want 
me for? 

Rabbi: I think—they will let you free. 

Woman (cheerfully saying good-bye to her 
companions) : Praised be the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Official, drily: Amen. 

Silence—then a piercing cry, a shot and the fall- 
ing of a body. 

Official, (cynically): That’s the kind of free- 
dom you have promised her. 

Rabbi: That's the only kind of freedom we still 
can expect. 

Official (sharply): You perhaps—But Poland 
will rise after a short serfdom. 

Rabbi: She won’t—unless she will change com- 
pletely. But as long as her officials are open to 
bribery. 

Official mutters a curse. 

Rabbi: As long as your priests remain full of 
hatred, your officers unreliable, your people brut- 
ish and rough, you'll remain the taint of Europe. 

Official: But you Jews have no idea of what a 
state is like. Have you a fatherland to love? Are 
you anything but parasites ? 

Rabbi: We had a state—two thousand years 
before the great Casimir—and we lost it because 
we were not better than you are now: venal, spite- 
ful, unreliable, rough. But we regained it cen- 
turies later, having gone through a crucible of 
pain, then lost it again when returning to haughti- 
ness and pride. 

Official: But you have no fatherland now, have 
you? 

Rabbi: All of us have their fatherland—up 
there! (Points upward.) 

Peasant: No—there. (Points down.) 

Official: Wait two, three months, a year at 
most, and we shall be the masters again. But then 
woe to you, Berlin, woe to you. Polish peasants 
will plough your streets and nothing will be left of 
your pretentious pride. (Begins to hum: Poland 
is not lost as yet-—the Polish National Anthem. ) 

Peasant (drily): Whatever will be the out- 
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come, the Polish peasant will remain the draught- 
horse and the threshing-ox . . . 

Soldier rushes in: Den lausigen Federfuchser! 
(The lousy ink-slinger!) Seizes the official by the 
arm. 

Official (stumbling out) : Vivat Polonia! 

Silence. Then a shot and a short cry. 

Peasant (hesitatingly) : You are a man of God, 
aren’t you? 

Rabbi: I am no nearer to God than you and he 
and she... 

Peasant: But you have studied and you are not 
so stupid and dull like me who is living in dirt and 
dung, as it were... 

Rabbi: As all of us are—and to which all of us 
will return... 

Peasant: Just tell me—why is it all the same for 
the peasant who is his boss, the Prussian or the 
Pole, the Christian or the Jew? Tell me why my 
grandparent was a poor man when the bosses here 
spoke German—why the peasant will always be 
treated as an animal no matter who is his Starosta, 
his parson or his king? 

Rabbi: An animal—but there is one who is re- 
garded beneath the dirtiest animal. 

Peasant (in a low voice) : I know. 

Rabbi: They have stuck a cartoon on the syna- 
gogue—a Jew on a gallows. 

Peasant (sorrowfully): Now they’ve got a 
thousand Germans on each spot, laying the land 
waste like locusts, burning down the farms, drag- 
ging our sons and daughters into slavery. 

Rabbi: Poland will rise. Didn’t the late Mr. 
Starosta foretell this? 

Peasant (passionately): No, not this Poland, 
not this! Rather should the Germans break it 
into pieces, than have the depraved rabble rise 
again. 

Rabbi: Hatred against hatred? 
rather... 

Soldier opens the door, asks his boss: Welchen? 
(Whom?) Answer: Beide (both). 

Peasant (thoughtfully) : You mean— 

Soldier (impatiently) : Schneller, schneller, ihr 
Lumpenhunde—halt, Jude—der Arier hat den 
Vortritt! (Faster, faster, you dirty dogs—stop, 
Jew—the Aryan goes first!) 

Peasant (grimly seizing the Rabbi’s hand, 
walks arm in arm with him.) 

Come on, brother! ... 


Why not 
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Prophecy In Our Time* 


by Shulamith Schwartz 





lewd YEAR, on the fifteenth anniversary of 
the death of Nachman Syrkin, the founder of 
Socialist Zionism, a remarkable monument to his 
memory appeared in Tel-Aviv. Nachman Syrkin 
had written profusely all his life—in Hebrew, Yid- 
dish, Russian, German, English, French, but it 
was too stormy, short and poverty-stricken a life 
to allow of any such luxury as a collected edition. 
The handsome Hebrew volume published with the 
help of the Organization Department of the Jew- 
ish Agency, is the first attempt to assemble all his 
most characteristic and significant writings. Spe- 
cial attention has been paid to those originally 
written in Hebrew; the rest have been translated 
by three members of the Davar staff. This is 
Volume One and, for all its three hundred pages 
of text, contains only Syrkin’s earliest work, that 
done between 1898 and 1903 when, with no group 
behind him, he fought alone for the ideas of So- 
cialist Zionism introduced by him to the astonished 
and hostile Jewish world. Yet there is infinitely 
more than mere historic interest in these pioneer 
writings; they contain the essence of all Syrkin’s 
thinking and whatever future development his 
ideas were to undergo is implicit in them. Katz- 
nelson in his memorable and comprehensive intro- 
duction calls Syrkin’s first published articlet “the 
fourth Zionist classic after Lilienblum, Pinsker 
and Herzl and characterized like their brochures 
by freshness and originality of thought and a pro- 
phetic vision that sees far beyond the boundaries 
of its time.” The description applies not only to 
the first article but to all those contained in the 
book, for to read this book is to enter the realm of 
prophecy in the truest and most profound sense of 
the term, to come into contact with one of those 
rare intellects which, as Katznelson puts it, “tear 
the surface coverings off things” and through an 


social, cultural and economic forces see the course 
of history clearly. Much of what seemed wild 
theory to Syrkins contemporaries is fact today; 
much else is beginning to work itself out. There 
is always some slack in history and many of the 
tendencies Syrkin fought forty years ago are still 
here in one form or another, making some of his 
arguments strangely contemporary. 


_——— 


* “The Works of Nachman Syrkin,’’ edited by Judah Kaufman and 
Berel Katznelson, with a introduction by Berel- Katznelson. Volume I, 
Tel-Aviv, ‘‘Davar’’ Press, 1939 (Hebrew). 


¢ “The Jewish Problem and the Jewish Socialist State," a long German 
article printed, in a Viennese Socialist monthly in 1898. This was the 
first time a Socialist publication contained anything by a Jew writing as a 
ew. A partial English translation appeared in 1935 in a brochure pub- 
ished by the Young Poale Zion Alliance: ‘‘Essays on Socialist Zionism 
by Dr. Nechenen Syrkin. ‘ 





: . ad ; had never seen. 
understanding, at once emotional and scientific, of ‘ 


No writing can be understood without reference 
to its time, and Syrkin’s passionate journalism is 
no exception. His articles would make difficult 
reading for one who did not know the background 
of late nineteenth and early twentieth century 
Jewish life, the forces just coming into play then 
and the types of people shaping them. Precisely 
this background is what Katznelson’s brilliant in- 
troduction gives—as practically no Jewish history 
has ever yet managed to. It draws the picture of 
the student generation of the nineties which pro- 
vided the next century’s leaders, shows Syrkin’s 
place in that group, explains the man and the con- 
nection between his writings and the events of his 
age, guides the reader through the complex devel- 
opment of his ideas. The Hibat Zion movement 
which had produced the idealistic Bilu immigra- 
tion to Palestine in 1882 and dreamt of a new 
Exodus, a return to the soil, a Hebrew University 
—visions that were to be taken over as funda- 
mentals of the larger Zionist movement—had 
petered out in the nineties. It was concerned with 
a few settlements in Palestine, had no long range 
political or colonizing program, and had stopped 
talking in terms of mass settlement. It naturally 
lost the Russian student generation that followed 
the Bilu. They sought salvation in international 
Socialism, and between lectures and scanty meals 
in the Western European university towns, to 
which exclusion from Russian universities exiled 
them, they reformed the world. They thought 
that in losing their Jewish allegiance they had be- 
come cosmopolitan but in reality they were devout 
Russian patriots, ardent worshippers of Russia’s 
language, literature and revolutionaries. ‘And so 
in moments of exaltation these young men and 
women whose past was in the Pale of Settlement 
and whose future was probably across the Atlantic 
Ocean, would sing of Mother Volga which they 
They learnt from Russian liter- 
ature to admire the peasant and the tramp. They 
had always seen them drunk and crass and been 
afraid to be near them but they began to talk of 
them as the symbols of wisdom, the bearers of the 
new social order.” 


Those few for whom their Jewish birth was 
more than a biological accident had to be very 
stubborn and intellectually courageous. Nor was 
it easy for them to find a way out. Hibat Zion 
was ineffectual; Herzl had not yet appeared. But 
when Herzl came into Jewish life, he found some 
of his most devoted adjutants in the little group of 
Zionist students in Berlin who had formed the 
“Russian Jewish Scientific Society” Schmarya 
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Levin immortalized in his autobiography. Inter- 
minably in the early nineties they debated on 
nationalism and cosmopolitanism, on the question 
of a Jewish state, the problem of whether the Jews 
were a race or not—even the Arab problem. 
They worked out great plans together and separ- 
ately—a complete Zionist program. They dream- 
ed of a Zionist Congress, wrote letters, sought 
allies, even went to the Turkish Ambassador (Syr- 
kin is said to have offered the latter 100,000 
francs for Palestine at a time when he probably 
did not have three francs in his own pocket). 
Nothing came of it, “for lack,” Syrkin said with 
characteristic humor, “of stamps.” In 1897 when 
Herzl evolved so similar a program and formed a 
political movement out of Hibat Zion and those 
young students and the new converts he made, he 
was able to do so not only because of his genius but 
because “he had enough money of his own for 
stamps and more than stamps.” It was Herzl’s 
Zionism which gave the answer to Syrkin and the 
others in that Berlin group, but Syrkin was to be- 
come a Zionist with a difference, the stormy petrel 
of the Congresses, the perpetual insurgent, the 
first Socialist Zionist at a time when every one 
thought of Socialism and Zionism as exact oppo- 
sites. No one agreed with him, neither Socialists 
nor Zionists, but he was not discouraged. It was 
a self-evident truth to him that Socialism would 
not come through the efforts of only the wage 
earning proletariat; all the oppressed, and the 
Jewish national group among them, would bring 
Socialism to the world—on what other basis could 
the Jewish group, driven by historic compulsion to 
national revival, build its new life? ‘I decided,” 
he wrote, “that if in one man’s mind Socialism and 
Jewish nationalism could harmonize so well, there 
was no reason why they should not do so in the 
minds of all Jewish intellectuals and of the Jewish 
masses. So I took upon myself the thankless task 
of being a Socialist among Zionists and a Zionist 
among Socialists...” 

He was well fitted for the task, “charged with 
spiritual dynamite, overflowing with erudition, 
ready for battle” as Reuben Brainin described 
him. He had been born into a learned family and 
was profoundly scholarly himself. Deeply rooted 
in Jewish culture, he knew and loved the Bible and 
medieval Jewish philosophy. ‘He lived the spirit 
of Jewish history,” Katznelson says, and it was 
that intuitive understanding of the Jewish spirit 
which made his Zionism so many-sided and so 
wisely prophetic regarding the direction Jewish 
life would take in Palestine. He had been a mem- 
ber of the Hovevei Zion, had been imprisoned for 
revolutionary activities in Russia, had studied and 
starved in all the capitals of Western Europe, vor- 
aciously absorbing philosophy and sociology, eco- 
nomics, history, science, Jewish studies, psychol- 
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ogy, the philosophy of history, and applying all he 
learned to the problems of the world and of the 
Jewish people. With groups of three and four 
disciples aiding him until, unable to follow his 


thinking, they left him, he organized lectures and. 


published short lived Yiddish and Hebrew Social- 
ist-Zionist magazines written completely by him- 
self under various pseudonyms. It is significant 
that his first article appeared immediately after 
the first Zionist Congress in 1897 had given him 
the political and organizational framework he and 
all his generation lacked before, and he followed 
Herzl in taking Jewish misery as the starting point 
of Zionism. The nationalist impulse was not, as 
some Eastern European Zionists thought, some- 
thing apart from the actualities of existence. It 
was strengthened by the external factors of op- 
pression and poverty quite as Socialism derives its 
strength from mass misery. But Jewish national 
individuality, developed basically in ancient Pales- 
tine, did exist by and of itself and was one of the 
chief reasons for the clash between the Jew and 
the world when he found himself in an anomolous, 
landless situation. It was the need for national 
self-expression, for “the realization in Jewish life 
of the prophetic idea,” that made Palestine the 
logical answer to the problem of mass misery in 
Europe. 


Pinsker and Herzl before Syrkin had foreseen 
the catastrophic end of European Jewry, but Syr- 
kin predicted more exactly than either the method 
by which it would be brought about. In 1898 
when German anti-Semitism seemed a passing 
cloud and the Jews of Russia, Roumania and Po- 
land envied the fate of Western European Jewry, 
he realized the future importance of the then ob- 
scure racial theory and understood to what uses it 
would be put in the sharpening clash of interests 
that was to mark the development of capitalism. 
In competitive capitalist society the Jews, a recog- 
nizably alien group despite all attempts at assimi- 
lation, are the natural target of the hatred of all 
classes. “Socially we are outcasts, politically there 
is an ever growing demand to take away our 
rights. The real aim of this popular movement 
against Jews is their expulsion from the countries 
in which they live.” In the Middle Ages the basis 
of Jew hatred was religious difference; in modern 
times a racial theory takes its place. The Jew is 
accused of being the historic virus, the curse of 
humanity, the racial inferior. No class is free 
from anti-Semitism, but the lower middle class is 
becoming its outstanding exponent, ‘for it includes 
those members of the capitalist group ‘‘whose 
capital consists of debts and who feel the ground 
slipping from under their feet.” They stand with 
one foot in capitalism while their other foot is in 
the proletarian camp. Threatened by the danger 
of slipping entirely into proletarianism, they pre- 
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tend to be revolutionaries but really their struggle 
is a purely selfish one. Anti-Semitism naturally 
becomes their chief political plank, for they desire 
to rid themselves of their Jewish competitors. 
Their leaders, men with criminal records who use 
falsehood and blackmail as their weapons, reflect 
the caliber of the movement. But in spite of this 
and of the disgust intelligent people feel for anti- 
Semitism, it is constantly growing. ‘As the boun- 
daries between classes become more indistinct and 
life becomes more difficult and less secure and the 
middle class fear of revolution greater, anti-Semit- 
ism will become stronger and stronger. The 
forces fighting each other will meet on common 
ground in their attack on the Jews. Anti-Semitism 
will sweep all of society and undermine the exist- 
ence of the Jewish people.”"—Germany 1933- 
1940, the modern reader comments as he turns the 
pages of the brochure of 1898. 

Jews would be able to live only in a Socialist 
world, Syrkin concluded after his picture of the 
catastrophe capitalism would bring upon them, but 
he disagreed violently with the Jewish Socialists of 
his day who insisted, like the Communists of ours, 
that the way to solve the Jewish problem was to 
join the party and work for the Revolution. First 
of all, Socialism did not involve assimilation—it 
rather fostered national cultures. Then the tran- 
sition to Socialism would intensify anti-Semitism, 
ruining the Jewish merchant and professional class 
while the class war was going on. ‘‘A social boy- 
cott is bound to come upon the entire Jewish 
people and upon the intelligentsia particularly. 
Only a very small part of the Jewish people are 
proletarians who will profit directly from the 
social revolution; the greatér part are “lumpen- 
proletariat,” small tradesmen, agents, peddlers 
who will be crushed by it. It is right and proper 
that Jews everywhere should affiliate themselves 
with the Socialist party, but that affiliation will not 
solve their problem. The most ardent of Russian 
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Jewish Socialists are not waiting in Russia for the 
Revolution to come; in the immemorial Jewish 
fashion they are immigrating to other countries. 


Immigration, Syrkin pointed out, was therefore 
the chief characteristic of early twentieth century 
Eastern European Jewish life (as it is now of mid- 
twentieth century Central European Jewish life). 
But immigration as such was no permanent solu- 
tion either, for nowhere in the diaspora—even 
when they have absolute equality—do Jews have a 
healthy, labor economy; they exist in the diaspora 
only by doing services which are necessary for 
others and which are most effectively performed 
by Jews. Once others can perform these tasks as 
well, Jews become superfluous and “‘the curse of 
their history hangs over their heads.’’ Even the 
mass immigration to America would be no excep- 
tion, Syrkin commented, for “‘at first Jewish immi- 
grants will do whatever work they can find, but 
they will not develop into a laboring group—they 
will inevitably make their way into the ranks of the 
bourgeoisie, and once again be ejected when their 
usefulness is ended.” That would lead naturally 
to strict immigration restrictions in America, said 
Syrkin in those days of unrestricted immigration 
to the new world. 


But there must be immigration, if Jews are to 
survive. Let it therefore be Zionist immigration 
in which the desire for national redemption, the 
nationalist sentiment Socialists approve of in every 
group except the Jewish, plays its part. Let our 
immigration be organized, unified, paving the way 
for national revival in the one land in which Jews 
have lived a national life. And Zionist mass immi- 
gration should be organized immediately, Syrkin 
argued, contending with the political Zionists who 
waited for the Charter instead of galvanizing the 
whole nation into instant action. ‘Zionism must 
create economic facts first and they will serve as 
the basis of political strength.” 
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Realizing how much we owe to the few thou- 
sand members of the Second Aliyah, we see how 
right Syrkin was in his assertion of the importance 
of immediate mass immigration. He was right, 
too, in the sentiments with which he greeted the 
establishment of the Jewish National Fund: “This 
fund will aid the new Zionist parties which are per- 
meated with modern economic and social ideas. 
Those ideas will be realized through the fund 
which will change the lives not only of individuals 
but of the whole people. It will be the source of 
new life for all of us.” And he had a very clear 
vision of the nature of the new life. ‘The nearer 
Zionism comes to realization, the closer it will 
come to a Socialist Utopia.” Capitalism would be 
impossible, for since there is a large supply of 
cheap native labor in an undeveloped country, set- 
tlement on a capitalist basis would leave no room 
for Jewish workers. Land should be bought by 
national funds and immigration and settlement 
directed by the Zionist Organization. ‘The Soci- 
alist Zionist state will be a federation of large co- 
operative groups, each consisting of ten thousand 
workers owning equipment, houses and buildings 
jointly. Each member must do the minimum 
amount of work necessary to return his share of 
the capital and interest to the Zionist Settlement 
Association which will then use the funds for fur- 
ther settlements. There will be no distinction be- 
tween city and country. The village will not only 
be agricultural but will contain industrial under- 
takings. The central economic and cultural insti- 
tutions will be in the cities.” And he ends with a 
sentiment echoed in other words by many a recent 
student of those kibbutzim and cooperative pro- 
jects he so remarkably foreshadowed: ‘What 
would be Utopia for others is simple necessity for 
Jews and will therefore become a reality.” 


There is no space here to enter into the details 
so fascinatingly presented in both text and intro- 
duction, of Syrkin’s relation to the Russian revolu- 
tionary parties, to official Zionism, to the Bund, 
the cult of Yiddish, the idea of diaspora auton- 
omy, the importance of Jewish self defense in Rus- 
sia, and many other issues. Let us end only with 
Syrkin’s own words on the much debated problem 
of Jewish culture. “In an independent Jewish 
society in which the masses will have economic and. 
political freedom, Hebrew which is already the 
language of Zionism will become the language of 
the people, adapting itself to the needs of life. As 
the new forms of life develop, based on nationally 
owned soil, on cooperative labor and collective 
living, a new code and a new culture reflecting 
them will also develop . . . A real cultural center 
can develop only in a physical center. The prob- 
lem of Judaism can be solved only in conjunction 


with the problem of the Jew.” 
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Mussolini Dreams of Palestine 


by Edward D. Kleinlerer 





N THE day that Italian pilots dropped 

their bombs on Haifa, the Fascist press, re- 
ferring to the “successful attacks” of Il Duce’s 
bombers, declared that one of Italy’s main war 
aims was to get full control over Palestine. “Italy 
as a great Catholic power and as the strongest 
Mediterranean State,” said the authoritative La 
Tribuna, “‘is entitled to take Palestine under its 
protection and to eliminate Zionist and British 
rule.” And the Regime Fascista, the organ of the 
Italian Jew-Baiter Roberto Farinacci, in an editor- 
ial entitled ‘““Next year in Jerusalem” defiantly pro- 
claimed that “the triumph of the Italian arms 
will liberate the land of Jesus from the grip of 
Anglo-Jewish domination.” 


Never before, even in moments of the greatest 
tension in Italo-British relations, has the Fascist 
press indicated in such unequivocal terms Italy’s 
designs on Palestine. During the entire period of 
Italy's Mediterranean conflict with Great Britain 
that opened with the aggression against Ethiopia, 
and even in the months which preceded Mussoli- 
ni’s entry into the war, Palestine was not men- 
tioned in Mussolini’s “readjustment program.” 
The Holy Land was not included in the list of 
“natural aspirations” such as Tunisia, Suez Canal, 
Corsica, Nice and Savoy. 

The final collapse of France, the prospect of 
becoming the successor to British power in the 
Mediterranean as well as “the defender of the 
Catholic faith’’ in the Near: East, a role hereto- 
fore played by France, prompted the start of the 
Fascist press campaign. No effort was spared to 
recall Italy’s “historic and moral rights” as a 
Catholic power to put an end to the “profane ex- 
ploitation of the Holy Land.” This campaign was 
obviously aimed to win for fascist Italy, and in- 
directly for the Axis as a whole, the much needed 
sympathies of the Catholic Church. 

Palestine, now openly declared as one of Italy’s 
principal war aims, together with the control of 
the Suez Canal, has always played an important 
part in Italy’s Mediterranean aspirations and was 
one of the most cherished ambitions of Italian 
diplomacy. In the fascist readjustment program 
the Holy Land was one of the principal unsolved 
problems. 

Since the foundation of the nationalist move- 
ment in Italy in 1909 by Enrico Corradini, Luigi 
Federzoni, Alfredo Rocco and other apostles of 
Italy’s colonial and expansionist ambitions, Pales- 
tine was marked out as Italy’s natural Lebens- 
raum. Particular stress was being placed on his- 
torical reminiscences such as the Crusades, which 


might link Italy with the Holy Land, and on the 
Palestinian activities of Italian religious orders, 
such as the Franciscans. 


Back in 1917, Italy was reluctant to adhere 
to the Balfour Declaration and it was only after 
protracted negotiations and pressure that the 
Italian Ambassador, Marquis Imperiali, on May 
9, 1917 addressed a letter to Nahum Sokolow, 
expressing the adherence of his government to 
the Declaration. A week later, on May 15, 1917, 
the first unit of the Italian Expeditionary Force to 
Palestine sailed from Libya for Port Said. In 
Egypt the unit was joined by a volunteer battalion 
of fusilliers consisting largely of Jews of Italian 
origin. The Italian force, which numbered no 
more than 500 men during general Allenby’s cam- 
paign in Palestine, was later strengthened to a 
total of 3,000 men in 1918. The “Corpo di 
Spedizione Militare Italiano in Palestine,” a part 
of the “Composite Force” under the command 
of General Watson, took part in the operations 
between Mendur and Dumbel-Hile and in some 
other minor military operations in Palestine. 


The Italian government, by sending this rather 
small force to Palestine, intended to participate 
“symbolically” in the capture of Jerusalem from 
the “infidel” Turks and create a valuable alibi for 
the future negotiations for the final political fate 
of the country. In fact Italian diplomats and of- 
ficial publications made a point of stressing the 
“brilliant contribution” of Italian armed forces 
to the success of General Allenby’s campaign. 

Italian diplomats also pointed to Art. 9 of the 
Pact of London, which envisioned territorial con- 
cessions to Italy in Asia Minor and Italian rights 
in the then projected international administration 
of the central section of Palestine. Disappointed 
in her quest for war spoils, Italy sought to obtain 
from the League of Nations the administration of 
the central part of Palestine as a guardian of the 
Holy Places. She finally had to abandon her am- 
bitions when the San Remo conference of April, 
1920, assigned to Great Britain the mandate over 
all of Palestine. 


Italy, however, did not acquiesce in the fact that 
her ambitions to assume the protectorate over the 
Holy places in Palestine were frustrated. She 
sought to take advantage of the fact that the ad- 
ministration of Palestine by a Protestant power 
aroused apprehensions in the Vatican, apprehen- 
sions which were expressed by Pope Benedict XV 
on June 13, 1921 to the Consistory. 

The Italian government, which had to face 
great internal difficulties and the mounting tide 
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of the Fascist movement, had hoped to increase 
its prestige within the country by offering its 
services to the Vatican and decided to make a 
demarche in London with regard to the “unsolved 
problem of the Holy places.” Carlo Schanzer, 
minister of foreign affairs in the Luigi Facta go- 
vernment (he was born in Vienna of Polish Jewish 
parents) was sent to London to state to the Eng- 
lish government the grievances of the Vatican and 
the Italian government with regard to the Pales- 
tine mandate. Schanzer’s diplomatic mission in 
the British capital was a complete failure, a fact 
which probably served as the final blow to the 
weak and vaccilating cabinet of Luigi Facta, the 
last pre-fascist Italian cabinet. 

The Balfour Declaration and the address of 
Pope Benedict XV provided Mussolini, who was 
then not yet premier of Italy, the incentive for his 
first important speech in the Italian Parliament. 
After first recalling the principal provisions of the 
mandate and the aims of the Balfour Declaration, 
Mussolini stated that “while the civilized nations 
of the Occident have not modified their policy of 
freedom for all religious confessions, in Palestine 
it may happen that the administration of the em- 
bryonic state may be entrusted to the political or- 
ganization of the Zionist movement.” “There 
had never been such a thing as a Jewish question 
in Italy”, he then declared, “but Zionism must 
be considered from the point of view of Italy’s 
political interests. The Balfour Declaration must 
be looked upon with disfavor as a result of Italy’s 
disappointments in the Holy Land.” 

The one-time bombastic atheist and anti-Cath- 
olic then went on to say that in view of the fact 
that the mandate had to be submitted to the 
Council of the League of Nations, it was his de- 
sire that “the Italian government should in this 
extremely delicate question accept the point of 
view expressed by the Vatican.” 

By the time Mussolini came to power in Octo- 
ber, 1922 he had dropped all anti-religious preju- 
dices, accentuating Fascist support of the Church 
abroad. This revived a century-old rivalry be- 
tween France and Italy, for both powers had long 
striven to be the “Defenders of the Catholic Faith 
in the Orient,” thus hoping to further their na- 
tional interests under the banner of the Vatican. 

The “traditional friendship” with Great Brit- 
ain prevented Italian opposition from assuming 
serious forms, especially since public opinion in 
England, generally saw no reasons for relinquish- 
ing the mandate. The Italian government avoided 
any indication of overt opposition to the mandate, 
but the press vociferously supported the Catholic 
point of view, predicting an inevitable downfall 
of Jewish efforts in Palestine. 

The imperialist-minded Fascist press pointed 
with great satisfaction to Britain’s difficulties in 
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Palestine and no pains were spared to expose her 
“failure” in the Holy Land. This policy became 
particularly pronounced during Ramsey MacDon. 
ald’s Labor administration. 

Mussolini at that time could hardly side with 
the Arabs or pose as “protector of Islam”. In the 
years 1926-32 the Arabic world was horrified 
by the ruthless suppression of the Arab rebellion 
against Italian rule in Libya. The “pacification” 
of Libya, particularly of its eastern mountainous 
range by gen. Rodolfo Graziani, aroused the in- 
dignation of every Arab community. Hundreds of 
Arab settlements in Cirenaica were erased from 
the face of the earth. The story of Italian atro- 
cities, told by thousands who fled from their 
homeland to Egypt and Tunisia, prevented fascist 
Italy from playing an important role among the 
Arabs in Palestine at that time. 

But after having accomplished the “‘pacifica- 
tion” of Libya by using the most ruthless methods 
of mass slaughter in colonial history, Mussolini 
began an intensive drive to win the sympathies of 
the native population in Libya and in other Mos. 
lem countries. He started a huge building pro- 
gram, erecting mosques, schools, hospitals. The 
construction of military roads offered work to 
thousands of Arabs. The land confiscated from 
the rebels was partially restored and a large am- 
nesty was accorded to “political refugees’ who 
fled to Egypt and Tunisia. 


With the pacification of Libya accomplished, 
the work of Fascist agents in Moslem countries 
proved much easier. Attracted by the far-reach- 
ing promises of the Italian emissaries, the Arabs 
quickly forgot the outrages committed in Libya. 


After a period of comparative calm the Italian 
press began again to dwell on the political condi- 
tions in Palestine. The Leitmotif of Fascist criti- 
cism was that the Jewish efforts in Palestine—how- 
ever admirable—would never be recognized by the 
majority of the Arab population, since Palestine 
was fundamentally Moslem. In 1927, while dis- 
cussing the main objectives of Fascist foreign 
policy in the Italian Parliament, Oreste Pedrazzi, 
a prominent political writer and specialist on 
Mediterranean affairs, made an extremely strong 
Anti-Zionist speech, which aroused wide attention. 
“Italy should help with all her forces to promote 
and to defend Catholicism in Palestine,” he said. 
“Italy’s prestige as a great Catholic and Mediter- 
ranean power must be affirmed there, thus paving 
the way for an influx of her emigrants and the 
expansion of her political influence.” 

Italian official circles commenting on Oreste 
Pedrazzi’s speech declared that it represented only 
his personal views. But it was no mere coincidence 
that Pedrazzi was appointed Italian Consul-Gen- 
eral in Jerusalem a few months later. 
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The appointment was an indication that Italy 
was intensifying her interest in the “Palestine 
problem” and considered the Holy Land as being 
in the orbit of “Fascist dynamic policy”. How- 
ever, Consul Pedrazzi sought to maintain an ap- 
pearance of neutrality so far as Arab-Jewish re- 
lations were concerned, while devoting his atten- 
tion to afirming Italy’s prestige in the Holy Land 
and her position as a great Catholic power. 


In the meantime the tendency to befriend the 
Moslem peoples became more evident. Musso- 
lini expected that Libya would become a reservoir 
of soldiers for his future aggression in Ethiopia 
and that Arab discontent in Palestine, Syria, 
Tunisia, Algeria and other Mediterranean coun- 
tries would prove valuable assets in Italy’s expan- 
sionist program. Italian agents and propagandists 
became frequent visitors in Palestine and in the 
Near East. Consul general de Angelis, who suc- 
ceeded Oreste Pedrazzi, adroitly encouraged these 
agitators. He took advantage of British over- 
sight in leaving the politically significant com- 
mercial ship service to Italian companies. Italy, 
in fact, almost monopolized this apparently purely 
commercial field which became an important 
factor in the affirmation of her position in Pal- 
estine. 

The pro-Arab policy of Fascist Italy soon as- 
sumed an acute anti-Zionist angle. In 1934, Emir 
Arslan, the European representative of the “Is- 
taqulal,” Syrian-Palestine Committee in Geneva, 
reached an agreement with Mussolini. A few 
months later, on February 20, 1934, Ragheb bey 


Nashashibi published in his organ “Jamyah al 


Islamia” a facsimile of a letter from Emir 
Arslan to the Mufti of Jerusalem, requesting him 
to place himself on the side of Italy and oppose 
British rule in Palestine. 

With the beginning of the hostilities in Ethiopia, 
Italian agents were already extremely active in 
Palestine. The radio station in Bari in its regular 
Arabic broadcasts openly incited the Arabs to 
revolt against “Anglo-Jewish oppression.” The 
machinations of the Italian Consul, De Angelis, 
became so pronounced that he had to be recalled. 


As the summer of 1936 drew to a close both 
ends of the Mediterranean, Palestine and Spain, 
were in flames. In Palestine the Arabs, as a re- 
sult of Italian agitation and financing, were in re- 
volt. Thousands of Italian radio sets were dis- 
tributed in Palestine villages, and Italian rifles 
flowed through different channels into the hands 
of Arabs. When in May, 1936 the London Times 
made definite accusations and statements concern- 
ing Italian subsidies to the Arab nationalist com- 
mittee, Virginio Gayda, Mussolini’s spokesman 
flatly denied the accusations of the Times. In an 
editorial ‘Blood in Palestine”, published on May 
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29, 1936, in Giornale d’Italia he denied that 
Italy had any responsibility in the fomentation of 
the Arab revolt. ‘Italy is not interested in the 
events in Palestine,’’ he declared, ‘‘and doesn’t 
spend her money there. The present Palestine 
problem has its origin in British policy, and its 
protagonists are three elements: Arabs, Jews, 
and the British administration. This is the only 
truth about the blood which is now being shed 
in Palestine.” 


The truth is that Italy had been far from an 
indifferent spectator in the bloody events in Pal- 
estine and that Il Duce was preparing to pro- 
claim himself “protector of Islam.” From the 
standpoint ‘of Italian imperialism the recourse to 
anti-Jewish propaganda was inevitable. The 
theoretical foundations of Italian anti-Zionism 
were outlined soon after Mussolini’s spectacular 
voyage to Libya in March, 1937, in a book by his 
intimate friend and dean of the Fascist political 
faculty of the University of Perugia, Paolo Orano. 
In his book, Orano declared that the Balfour 
Declaration and the mandate aimed “at cutting off 
the holy Italian expansion now in progress in the 
East,’ and demanded that Palestine be consider- 
ed “a living space of the Italian Roman Catholic 
State.” 


The Italian imperial interests were with com- 
plete frankness expressed some time later in a 
report submitted by Prof. Carlo Giglio to the 
Italian Congress on International policy in Milan. 
Referring to the Italian interests in the eastern 
Mediterranean Prof. Giglio summarized them as 
follows: our aim is to win full liberty in the 
Mediterranean, not so much in pursuance of local 
interests as in pursuance of our expansionist in- 
terests, as befits a nation which aspires to in- 
fluence the destinies of the world. Freedom in 
the Mediterranean and a colonial empire are two 
pillars on which will be based in large part the 
edifice which we must build between Mare Nost- 
rum, the Indian Ocean and the Pacific.’ This 
‘freedom in the Mediterranean,” can be obtained 
only if Italy controls the Suez Canal, short cut to 
Empire, and Haifa ceases to be ‘‘another Malta 
directed at the heart of Fascist Italy.” 

In the hope of erecting an Italian Mediter- 
ranean Empire between ‘Mare Nostrum, the 
Indian Ocean and the Pacific,’ Mussolini in a 
critical moment of the second World War, cast 
his lot in with Germany. He is now driving his 
legions across the Libyan and Egyptian deserts, 
in a desperate attempt to seize the Suez Canal and 
Palestine and to repeat the exploits of the “Deéci- 
ma Legio,”’ the Roman legion which destroyed 
Jerusalem under Titus. 

This is the inflamed imperial vision which now 
haunts the mind of the Little Ceasar in Rome. 





Cooperative Workers’ 


Housing In Palestine 


by Israel Mereminski 





HE ITALIAN bombs that fell on Tel Aviv, 

and were perhaps intended for the airport and 
the military concentration near the city, hit hardest 
among the poorer people living in the “tin sub- 
urbs,”’ districts in which the builders of the Jewish 
homeland had not yet built their own permanent 
homes. Palestine as a whole is still in the process 
of becoming. The main source of its growth is 
immigration. Every wave of mass immigration 
brings with itself workers, pioneers as well as 
people with means who invest their funds in the 
construction of dwellings. Each wave of immi- 
gration also brings bachelors and families, pion- 
eers and ordinary men, people seeking work and a 
livelihood who have nothing to offer the new 
homeland but their willingness to work. 

Since the third Aliyah, the immigration that fol- 
lowed the first world war, young people, workers 
and pioneers have been streaming into Palestine 
for twenty years—the twenty years that the His- 
tadrut, General Jewish Federation of Labor has 
been in existence. During this period there have 
appeared tents in the wilderness whose inhabitants 
paved roads, worked the land and laid the founda- 
tions for permanent settlements for the masses 
that are still to come. 

During recent years the price of tents has also 
risen when various countries began to store sup- 
plies for war. A shortage of tents developed in 
Palestine and since the cost of constructing wood- 
en barracks is also high, many refugee and worker 
immigrants made their homes in “tin suburbs,”’ in 
barracks constructed from empty gasoline tins 
partly or wholly filled with sand. 


The Histadrut has been in existence for twenty 
years. Tens of thousands of its first builders who 
came in the early twenties, ignored their individual 
welfare, health and future and saw only the future 
of the people as their goal. During these years 
there have come into being 150 labor agricultural 
settlements, 30,000 industrial workers and over 
25,000 hired laborers in the private agricultural 
villages. But the tent and barrack dwelling char- 
acter of the working people of Zion has not yet 
disappeared. The tin suburbs increased with 
every spurt in immigration; this type of suburb 
also grew when the Jews abandoned Jaffa and the 
Arab sections of Haifa during the turbulent years 
of 1936-7 and with the influx of refugees at the be- 
ginning of the war. For the country was broad 


enough and adequate for millions of Jews and the 
lack of appropriate housing did not hinder the 
immigration. 





Today thousands of inadequately housed in 
Palestine have learned that the question of proper 
dwellings is of vital importance and has its effects 
on health, education, labor productivity and self 
defense. Today thousands in Palestine have 
learned that the subject of housing is intimately 
bound up with becoming rooted in the country, 
that it is a source of encouragement to the un- 
employed who must weather temporary adversity 
and, in these days of war, it is also a primary 
problem so far as safety and security from 
shrapnel, bullets and bomb fragments are con- 
cerned. The dead and wounded in the bom- 
bardment of Tel Aviv, adults and children, were 
not hit by bombs but by bomb splinters. Near the 
concrete houses in the city, or underneath them, 
there were air raid shelters, but the tents of the 
immigrants and transient unemployed remained 
undefended from all directions. 

There are one half million Jews in Palestine; 
one hundred and twenty thousand of these are or- 
ganized in the Histadrut. About twenty one thou- 
sand immigrants and refugees came to the country 
since the outbreak of the war. But thousands are 
without dwellings and tens of thousands live in old 
wooden shacks or in tin barracks. Seventy-five 
percent of the workers in the country live in rented 
homes; eighty six percent of those living in rented 
barracks inhabit, on the average 214-3 persons a 
room and pay for these cracked wooden or tin 
walls during the rainy season and the burning sum- 
mer sun between 25-40% of their meager income. 
Only two thousand families in Tel Aviv—which is 
inhabited by thirty two thousand members of the 
Histadrut—live in their own or in cooperative 
dwellings. And we have reached this number only 
due to the housing efforts of the Histadrut in re- 
cent years, which account for 1,350 of these 
2,000 families. 

It is therefore no wonder that the victims of the 
bomb fragments were immigrants and workers on 
the lower rungs of the social ladder and that it 
was their children who were the first to be hit. It 
is also no wonder that especially these days pre- 
parations are accelerated in Palestine for the con- 
struction of small houses for a large number of 
people. Four hundred workers’ family dwellings 
are being built at this very time by the Histadrut. 


i. 


Let us summarize labor efforts in the field of 
housing in Palestine to date. 

Since 1881 and the establishment of the first 
workers’ organization “Land and Labor’’ through 
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the second Aliyah (1904-14) and the formation 
of the organizations that preceded the Histadrut, 
the young men and women who came to Palestine 
and sought to take hold in agriculture or industry 
were ready to take any employment they could find 
if only it was in the homeland; this was their sole 
hope and goal. They therefore refused to be con- 
cerned with housing for the individual. The third 
Aliyah, which brought thousands to the country 
after the world war, was similarly more concerned 
with group pioneering efforts than with finding in- 
dividual comfort. These latter were secondary 
matters to them. The Jewish workers of Pales- 
tine at that time conducted the struggle for the 
employment of Jewish labor and for the creation 
of a type of Jewish worker who could build houses. 
For we must not forget that the first houses in Tel 
Aviv were built not by Jewish laborers. It was 
the Histadrut that then prepared thousands of 
building trade workers and for a time they found 
great satisfaction in being able to build even when 
themselves continued to live in tents on sandy 
ots. 


As the initiative of the labor movement in the 
country increased with the growth of the institu- 
tions of the Histadrut and as families became more 
frequent among the workers, the problem of work- 
ers’ housing arose. A beginning was made during 
those romantic days, two years after the third Ali- 
yah began to enter the country. A building boom 
then affected Tel Aviv and when the first workers 
with families came and rents rose, the Palestine 
Workers’ Fund and Keren Hayesod each invested 
about £5,000 ($25,000) for the construction of 
the first workers’ suburb Shechunath Borochow. 


Twenty two houses were then built and near 
each house there was a small plot for a garden. 
The new, white houses on the hill attracted the at- 
tention of the workers of Tel Aviv although the 
distance from the city was then still considerable, 
the building cost was high, there was no road and 
the “bus” more nearly resembled a “diligence” of 
the European towns. The workers who estab- 
lished the cooperative for building this suburb at 
once encountered difficulties heretofore unknown 
—education for the children, a clinic, food supply, 
taxes, private and cooperative property, wage 
labor in the city and the cultivation of the plots of 
land near the houses, interest on loans. They had 
no one to learn from for no workers in the world 
had previously built suburbs without the aid of 
government or city councils. in the way of credit, 
mortgages, grants of land, technical advice and 
communication between the suburb and the em- 
ployment center in the city. And all this time the 
mass of workers in the country still retained an at- 
titude of disdain toward families and family needs. 
A permanent dwelling was still considered as one 
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did stylish dress at that time, as something not 
befitting a true pioneer. 

For eight years the twenty two families of She- 
chunat Borochow struggled with their problems, 
as pioneers in any endeavor do, until their prob- 
lems became the concern of the entire commu- 
nity. For eight years they struggled with the ano- 
malous condition of not being either in the city or 
in a village but rather on the highway near a city. 
During these years there came to their assistance a 
small group of persons appointed by the executive 
committee of the Histadrut under the name of 
“Central Commission for Workers’ Housing in 
City and Village.” During these years this com- 
mission slowly learned from the experiences of 
Shechunat Borochow (1) that there must be a 
minimum number of settlers, (2) to apply the les- 
sons of Shechunat Borochow to the growing num- 
ber of families among workers who did not settle 
on land and whose housing problem became more 
acute, (3) to study housing problems in Europe, 
(4) to develop public initiative within the Histad- 
rut for the construction of workers’ quarters on 
solid social foundations on the basis of cooperative 
ownership, (5) the development of plans and 
sources of financing workers’ housing and (6) the 
education of the workers to save for housing pur- 
poses even from meager incomes. 


Il. 


What is the housing situation today? Let us 
first consider the accomplishments in the city since 
there is no comparison between city and village 
housing either in the social or national field because 
the way of life and the pioneering character of 
the city and country workers differ so radically, as 
also differ the conditions of their work and their 
social tasks in the realization of Zionism. 

From the modest beginnings of Shechunat 
Borochow in 1922, this suburb has, by 1940, 
grown to contain 440 dwellings valued at half a 
million dollars. The suburb has established a 
council for its self-government which successfully 
fulfills all municipal social functions. It super- 
vises the material and spiritual wealth of the set- 
tlers’ cooperative and attends to the social needs 
of the community such as education, water sup- 
ply, road building, mutual aid institutions that 
care for the individuals, as well as for such com- 
munal responsibilities as absorbing new immi- 
grants. Such is Shechunat Borochow today. 
Starting out as the only workers’ housing project 
it has by now become the prototype of many 
others which exceed it in scope. 

From 1930 and on workers’ housing became 
one of the most vital interests of the Histadruth. 
Actual work on these projects often preceded solu- 
tion of theoretical problems and in the enthusiasm 
of creating them, difficulties and doubts were over- 
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come. The following table indicates the numerical 
growth of workers’ housing in special suburbs: 
1922 22 housing units 
1931 |! on 
1936 1,600 “ + 
1940 3,016 “ ie 

From 22 families housed in 1922 an expansion 
to 3,016 families at the beginning of 1940; from 
60 persons housed eighteen years ago to 12,000 
housed today; from ‘experimental houses”’ to 
large suburbs such as Kiryat Avodah near Tel Aviv 
with its modern, improved and yet cheaper houses; 
from a joint financial effort by Keren Hayesod and 
the Palestine Workers’ Fund to a cooperative 
ownership of houses that are valued today at seven 
million dollars. 

The 3,016 workers’ dwellings built by the His- 
tadruth are distributed as follows: 1,350 are in 
Tel Aviv, 1,491 are in Haifa and 175 in Jeru- 
salem. In addition a land reserve for the housing 
of 8,800 more families has been acquired. Of the 
families already housed 23% live in apartments 
in cooperative houses, 60% in individual houses 
and 17% are members of communes located in the 
vicinity of the cities who work in town in industry, 
the ports, fishing and also engage in subsistence 
farming about their houses. Industrial workers, 
teachers, officials, members of transportation co- 
operatives and members of communes are all rep- 
resented in the: housing projects. But despite 
the variegated social composition there is great 
cooperation between the inhabitants of each 
housing unit. Consumers cooperatives, loan and 
savings societies, organizations for defense exist 
in each unit. Each unit also contains a clinic of 
Kupath Cholim, a school, a cooperative restaur- 
ant, communal gardens and meeting halls which 
serve as centers for the cultural and social life. 
Every larger unit also has an employment council 
which looks after the welfare of the members, the 
absorption of new immigrants, levelling of the 
grounds and preparation of new plots for building 
purposes. 

And although there is still a lack of experience 
and a shortage of money for expansion, the hous- 
ing projects hum with communal life and serve 
as the basic plane of cooperation between the city 
workers. This in itself is a great social asset 
which serves to unify the community and prepare 
it for self-government and inner discipline. 


IV. 


How were the funds raised for the housing 
projects? 

Of the five million dollars that were invested to 
date by Shikun, the Histadruth Housing Coopera- 
tive, 53% came from the settlers themselves and 
47% from loans. The approximately two and a 
half million dollars that were invested by the set- 
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tlers adequately prove the vital need for the proj- 
ect, the success of the Histadruth in training the 
workers to save for their housing needs and the 
faith of the working public in the success of the 
project. The one and a half million dollars that 
came from loans prove that workers’ housing 
also gained the confidence of private financial en- 
terprises which see in this construction a safe and 
profitable investment for themselves. 


Two million dollars were invested in land re- 
serves for future construction near the cities. The 
money for the land came from the settlers them- 
selves, from Shikun and other Histadruth imnstitu- 
tions. 23% of the land for workers’ suburbs near 
Tel Aviv belonged to the Jewish National Fund 
from the start or was later acquired by it. In Haifa 
and Jerusalem the Jewish National Fund owns 
75% of the land held in reserve for workers’ 
housing. It is necessary to point out that about 
50% of the land reserves for housing purposes 
were originally bought, or later acquired by the 
J. N. F. with its own money as a form of loan to 
the settlers. The other half of the money came 
from Histadruth institutions and private sources. 


An entirely different picture appears when we 
consider the actual construction of the houses. 
With the exception of the first $25,000 which 
Keren Hayesod contributed toward the establish- 
ment of Shechunat Borochow, no national fund 
raising money agency participated in the work. 
Since 1922 Keren Hayesod no longer allots money 
as loans for housing purposes, partly because of 
other pressing demands and partly because private 
construction has become an important industrial 
factor in the country and it looks with disfavor on 
efforts of Keren Hayesod to engage in this field 
on behalf of any group. 

The financing of the construction of cooperative 
houses therefore differs from the financing of land 
acquisition. Over five million dollars from the 
following source were invested: from the settlers 
themselves—5 2.5%; from loans—47.5%. The 
loans, which amounted to about 2.75 million dol- 
lars were obtained as follows: 2%—from Keren 
Hayesod and Bitzur; 4%—from private persons; 
29%—from British and Palestinian insurance 
companies; 20%—from Histadruth institutions ;* 
45% —from Banks in Palestine. 


An analysis of these figures shows that because 
of 22% Histadruth and national funds, which 
were granted as a loan for workers’ housing, the 
housing activities of the labor movement have 
drawn into the orbit of construction work 78% 
private funds from Palestine and other countries. 
This substantiates beyond any doubt the initiative, 
~~ © Amon ong these are Nir, view shares are annually bought by the 
Histadruth with fifty per cent of the funds raised by the Gewerkshaften 
Campaign in America; Hassneh, an insurance me established by the 


Histadruth in cooperation wih the Jewish Nat Workers’ Alliance of 
Aamica and | Shikun. J ‘ 
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colonizing and financial force of the Histadruth. 
The confidence commanded is a result of the suc- 
cess of the Histadruth housing plans, its land re- 
serve, the savings of the workers which amount to 
more than 52% of the investment and the fact 
that 70% of the property is cooperatively owned 
and the remaining 30% is subject to the rules 
and regulations of the Histadruth and its insti- 
tutions. V 


The dynamic forces inherent in workers’ hous- 
ing are tremendous. Its great value lies not only 
in that it provides the worker with a permanent 
home on the most favorable conditions or in that 
it creates workers’ suburbs in which cooperation 
and mutual aid become a living factor. Workers’ 
housing also becomes an important factor as a 
source of employment. Between 1936-40, years 
of riots and the outbreak of the war, Histadruth 
housing projects mobilized about 2.5 million dol- 
lars for preparatory operations such as sand 
levelling on the reserve areas of land, road build- 
ing and the construction of 1,000 dwellings. Near- 
ly 750,000 work days were thus provided for 
workers and refugees who received about 1.5 
million dollars in wages. 

Workers’ housing is also important as an ex- 
perimental station toward popular municipal self- 
government in Palestine and the training of work- 
ers to organize their lives with their own efforts 
while preserving sound social foundations. 


Workers’ housing projects have also demon- 
strated that the demands on the municipalities, 
and especially that of Tel Aviv, to expand popular 
housing projects for all social strata, is a vital 
matter that can be accomplished successfully in 
many ways. ‘Thus far little response has been 
received from the municipalities and there is still 
much poverty and inadequate housing in Tel Aviv, 
Haifa and Jerusalem. There are still many adults 
and children in these cities who today have no 
roof over their heads to protect them from the 
dangers of war. 

Twenty years after the Histadruth was founded, 
the workers of Palestine can show a successful 
beginning in the field of housing that must serve 
as a jumping board for an expanded program of 
construction as well as for stronger demands that in 
the future must include: grants of government and 
municipal lands for cooperative housing, renting 
of land to settlers for 49 years with the right to 
renew the lease for another period of such length 
and free grants of land and loans for the con- 
struction of public buildings, schools, libraries, 
hospitals and theatres within these suburbs; pave- 
ment of roads between these suburbs and the 
cities at government or municipal expense; estab- 
lishment of additional land reserves for future 
housing. 
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All these things the Histadruth demanded from 
government institutions during the past years. 
These demands have not been granted, but this did 
not deter the autonomous growth and expansion of 
workers’ housing. 

Together with the news of the bombardment 
of Tel Aviv we have received reports that the con- 
struction of new houses continues and building 
trade workers stood on their scaffolds, the tools 
of their trade in their hands, as the victims of 
the bombardment were taken to their last rest. 
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Philosophical Pamphleteer 


THE GREAT HATRED. By Maurice Samuel. 
York. Alfred A. Knop{. Pp. 209. $2.00. 


New 


FOR A good many years now Maurice Samuel has been, 

among other things, the most incisive and eloquent 
pamphleteer in American literature. You Gentiles was a 
pamphlet in the higher Swiftian sense; so was the unhap- 
pily pseudonymous The Mob; so was Jews on Approval; 
so is today The Great Hatred. For this particular branch 
of literature Samuel’s equipment is of the first order of 
merit: high intensity of feeling guided by a mind of 
mathematical accuracy and a style that succeeded pretty 
constantly in combining eloquence with a luminous suc- 
cinctness of statement. 

And no one or almost no one has listened to him. You 
Gentiles was a succes de scandal; his other works of this 
particular character were anticipatorily “repressed” by the 
readers that so supremely needed to be instructed and 
guided by him for the universal American reason—more 
prevalent even among Jews than gentiles—that no one 
wants to face the music of his particular realities, that un- 
disciplined muddleheadedness has been raised from a fail- 
ing to be concealed, to a virtue to be emphasized. 


He has been, of course, pretty constantly against the age. 
Jews wanted to be let alone in the mere negative coagula- 
tions of their group-life; gentiles—especially the so-called 
intellectuals—evaded their problems by an antequated 
materialism and a feeble utopianism. Today Samuel may 
be heard. If not by Jews whom even the bombing of Haifa 
and Tel Aviv has not aroused, then by gentiles who have 
been shaken out of their drugged evasions by the barbarian 
over London. The recent cry for intellectual and moral 
armament issued by Archibald MacLeish has started some- 
thing like a movement toward inner re-orientation. A 
wave is rising of which Samuel’s brief, incisive book is the 
present crest. 

The thesis of The Great Hatred is not strictly speaking 
new. But its contents have been universally repressed. It 
is this: the great hatred of the neo-barbarians is a hatred 
against Christianity and Christ; it is a consuming hatred 
against the entire Judaeo-Christian tradition of human 
relationships and the supremacy of the individual human 
conscience; this neo-barbarism and that tradition cannot 
co-exist in the same world. Therefore and only therefore, 
since Jesus is not here to be crucified and degraded, the 
Jewish people, the carriers of this infection of righteous- 
ness, of the idea of non-force, must be immeasurably villi- 
fied and exterminated. 


In Europe they were pretty brutally frank about it long 
ago. There was an architect and aesthete and chef de cen- 
acle in Vienna a generation ago named Adolph Loos. 
Most of his friends and colleagues were Jews. He gathered 
them in his studio one day and said: “It’s all over between 
us unless you become Christians. You brought forth this 
loathesome and degrading faith and system and converted 
and so enslaved us. It’s monstrously unfair that you 
shouldn't at least share this horrible medicine that you have 
brewed.” And a good many of these people—I knew them 
sme f in their later years—did actually rush to the 

ptismal font. 

Samuel's thesis, the overwhelming accuracy of his diag- 
nosis, could be illustrated and confirmed by innumerable 
anecdotes, quotations, analyses. The hallucinatory char- 
acter of the new anti-Semitism, the actual terror of the Jew 
in which the neo-barbarian lives, a thousand other circum- 
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stances point to the central fact that the Jew is to the Nazi- 
Fascist the burning symbol of all that must be destroyed if 
he is to prevail. 


Perhaps even more profound and important than his cen- 
tral thesis are Samuel’s analyses of the reasons why the 
Christian-democratic world did not perceive the dreadful 
danger to all it professes to be if not before then at least in 
1933. The negation of moral values, the stupifying effects 
of the worship of techniques, the increasing irreverence 
toward the creative word, the cultivation of an antiquated 
materialism, utilitarianism, utopianism—all these things 
served to rob the so-called Christian, democratic world of all 
perceptiveness, of any gleam of vision. Moreover, com- 
mon varieties of anti-Jewishness blinded men to the mean- 
ing of the new anti-Semitism and its relation to their own 
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fate. Finally, most of the liberals, of whom H. G, Wells 
is the conspicuously disgraceful example, are themselves so 
befuddled by a shallow anti-religiousness and a “repressed” 
hostility to the Christ symbol and the Judaeo-Christian 
tradition that all their acts and words darkened council and 
breached the walls of the tradition and the Civitas which 
their lying lips feigned to defend. 

The Great Hatred is written with all of Maurice Samuel's 
incorruptible logic and energetic eloquence. It is without 
any question the eras and most far-reaching analysis 
hitherto published of the central and crucial evil that besets 
the world. If he is not heard and heeded today the tragedy 
will not be his but theirs—Jews and gentiles—who turn a 
deaf ear to the cry and truth that might, even in this 
eleventh hour, save them and their world. 


LuDWIG LEWISOHN. 


Teague for Labor Palestine 





Eastern Regional Conference Chairman, 


The Eastern Regional Conference Committee. 
was held at the Y. M. H. A. in = 2. The 
Philadelphia on Saturday evening, imcrease in 
September 21st through Sunday, Sep- 
tember 22nd. The program on Satur- 


Secretary, and Executive by 


Conference approves the 
dues-rates from $3.00 to 3. 
$4.00 for single members and $4.00 
to $5.00 for couples as recommended 


the Administrative Committee 
pending the approval of the National 
Convention. 

The Conference approves the 
continuance of the Expansion Fund 
for 1940-41, excluding the Jewish 





day evening consisted of a Panel Dis- 





cussion on the subject “Palestine To- 
day” in which the following participat- 
ed: Adrian Schwartz, Dr. May Bere, 
Dr. Shlomo Bardin, and Y. Sacharov. 
Dr. Joshua Trachtenberg was chair- 
man of the Panel Discussion which 
was opened by Miss Miriam Lipton, 
chairman of the Eastern Region and 
General Chairman of the conference. 
Vital questions pertaining to condi- 
tions in Palestine today and involving 
problems of defense, economics, immi- 
gration, and the future of Palestine 
were thoroughly discussed from‘ the 
platform and a number of questions 
were also raised by delegates and 
guests assembled. A telegram from 
the President of the League, Rabbi 
Samuel Wohl, was read. 

On Sunday morning, September 22, 
three discussion groups on problems 
of organization and membership, fi- 
hance, program and activities were 
conducted by the following chairmen: 
Dr. A. S. Kohanski, Dr. Stanley A. 
Ginsburgh, Mr. Samuel Duker. 

On Sunday afternoon, a general 
session was held under the chairman- 
ship of Miss Miriam Lipton at which 
time Dr. Joseph Diamond, National 
Secretary of the League, presented his 
report on activities within the Eastern 
Region as well as throughout the coun- 
try. The chairman of the discussion 
groups held in the morning presented 
their reports on their deliberations and 
the following resolutions were 
adopted: 

1. The Conference resolves that a 
permanent Eastern Region be es- 
tablished with a Chairman, Vice- 
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Frontier Fund from the Expansion 
Fund. 

4. The Conference approves the 
budget for 1940-41 as presented by 
the Chairman of the Finance Com. 
mittee. 

5. The Conference proclaims the 
months of October and November as 
Membership Campaign months. 

6. The Conference recommends 
that the National Convention con- 
sider the advisability of changing the 
name of the organization to a more 
appropriate name. 

7. The Conference resolves that 
a committee be elected to represent 
this region to draft a constitution for 
the League for Labor Palestine, that 
it be recommended that a Mid-Western 
Conference do likewise, and that a 
third suggested constitution be drafted 
by the Administrative Committee, and 
that all three of these be presented 
to the National Convention for the 
adoption of a constitution for the 
League. 

8. The establishment of a per- 
manent Eastern Regional sub-commit- 
tee on program and activities which 
shall meet from time to time to plan 
programs and activities for the Eastern 
Region. This committee shall also be 
empowered and authorized to co- 
operate with the Editorial Board of 
the Jewish Frontier for the purposes 
of broader services to the program 
and activities of the League, particu- 
larly to those members of the League 
to whom the Frontier is the sole 
source of Zionist and Jewish infor- 
mation. 

9. The formulation of a compre- 
hensive statement of aims and pur- 
poses with respect to Palestine, the 
Jewish scene in America and American 
problems which concern the progres- 
sive American Jew. 

10. The Conference resolves that 
the membership and chapters of 
the League for Labor Palestine 
give their fullest support and coopera- 
tion to the Jewish Frontier fund-rais- 
ing efforts during the current year. 

11. The E. R. C. of the League 
for Labor Palestine reaffirms the un- 
qualified solidarity of the membership 
of this organization with the Yishuv 
in Palestine as a whole and with the 
Histadruth Haovdim in particular. The 
Yishuv in Eretz Israel has once more 
called forth the admiration of the 
civilized world by the resolute stand it 
has taken in the face of mortal danger 
and wanton destruction. The entire 
Jewish population in Palestine is ready 
to defend the Yishuv to the last man. 
Air bombings and other attacks on 
civil life on the part of the destructive 
forces of Fascist and Nazi cohorts have 
not weakened the morale of the cha- 
lutzim, but on the contrary have steeled 
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their will to fight and survive. The 
fate of Eretz Israel is inevitably and 
intricately tied up with the cause of 
the democratic forces in the world 
and particularly with the struggle car- 
ried on by Great Britain, to defeat 
Hitler and the axis powers. The role 
of the Yishuv in that struggle is be- 
coming more and more prominent and 
we of the League for Labor Palestine 
solemnly pledge our fullest support 
to our comrades of the Histadrut and 
to the organized Jewish community in 
Palestine as a whole. By our resolute 
action we shall contribute toward the 
victory of our pioneers in Eretz Israel. 


12. The Eastern Regional Con- 
ference at its meeting assembled, re- 
affirms its faith in Keren Hayesod and 
the J. N. F. as vital instruments of 
the re-construction of our Homeland 
in Palestine, and the conference urges 
upon the membership of the League 
and the chapters to cooperate full 
heartedly in all efforts on behalf of 
these Funds. 

13. The Conference restates its 
full appreciation of the need and im- 
portance of Gewerkshaften Campaign 
as it represents our share in the ac- 
tivities of the Histadrut in Palestine. 
We urge our membership particularly 
at this time to strain every effort and 
to cooperate full heartedly in efforts 
carried on in their community on be- 
half of this fund. 


* * * 


Miriam Lipton, in the name of the 
Conference, thanked the Winfield 
Group of the Pioneer Women for the 
courtesy they extended the conference 
in providing refreshments and thanked 
also the Committee members of. the 
Philadelphia League Chapter who were 
the hosts of the Conference. 


Dr. May Bere, in her closing re- 
marks, said the following: ‘This con- 
ference shows that the League is alive, 
that its representatives are vitally in- 
terested in it and feel that the organi- 
zation is their own. The Histadrut 
will be strengthened in the feeling and 
in the knowledge that it can share its 
problems with an organization such as 
this in America.” 


The closing address was delivered 
by Zev Chernietsky, Palestinian dele- 
gate. ‘“The Jewish Agency,” Zev said, 
“as well as the United States has just 
called its young to the colors for de- 
fense; in the case of Palestine to de- 
fend the very life of the Yishuv. Pal- 
estine is in danger. But it is good to 
have something of your own to de- 
fend . . . Zionism changed our spirit- 
ual citizenship in Palestine to a physi- 
cal one . . . Palestine’s danger is our 
own . . . In these days, we must re- 
double our effort and every Zionist 
activity.” 








Not a cannon, but the Y 
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great electric generator being 
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America’s First Line of Defense 


MERICA’S first line of defense is American industry. It is to in- 
A dustry that the nation looks today for the armaments to protect 
America’s high living standards, to defend the American way of life. 

In the last two generations American industry has built a great 
nation. Its workmen, scientists, and engineers have given us electric 
lights in 24 million American homes and electric refrigerators in 13 
million—conveniences which represent the highest standard of 
living in the world. And the manpower, the inventive and manu- 
facturing genius, the experience, the daring to tackle difficult tasks— 
assets which have helped to produce for us this high standard of 
living—are among America’s strongest resources today. 

Industry today undertakes the task of building, not only arma- 
ments, but, equally important, the machines to manufacture these 
armaments. And General Electric, which for more than 60 years 
has been putting electricity to work in America’s peacetime pur- 
suits, is today applying it to the new job—the job of defending 
the benefits electricity has helped to create. 


G-E research and engineering have saved the public from ten to one hundred 
dollars for every dollar they have earned for General Electric 
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RESOLVE KR y) : Lif cy 
to make the New Year a Ea AN, 

f ONE YEAR INTENSIVE COURSE QUALIFIES 
healthy one by dining at YOU FOR A POSITION AS DIETITIAN 
the one and only strict 

. in hospitals, schools, hotels, clubs, 
Vegetarian Restaurant steamships, institutions, food mfg. 
corps., public health and_ welfare 
orgs.» dept. mre, resorts, —— 
i i tants, etc. est nt opera y 
4n midtown a oe siudents affords practical 
managerial rience. ‘o-Ed. e 
S Cc H I L D K R A U T 7 S 90 a” Ga or Eve. Free 
placement service. Licensed by N. Y. 
4 West 28th St. New York City state, Cotalng 11. 
Open till 9 P. M. 
NEW YORK: INSTITUTE OF DIETETICS 
660 Madison Ave., N.Y.C. Tel. REgent $-2207 
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As the year 5701 commences, we join our many Jewish 
friends everywhere in the traditional greeting: 
“May you be inscribed for a Good Year” 


H. J. HEINZ COMPANY - PITTSBURGH, PA. 
The makers of the 57 Varieties 
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With our “Happy New Year” go our thanks 
for your cordial reception of our project to 
provide you with more than fifty varieties, 
bearing the endorsement of the 
UNION OF ORTHODOX 
JEWISH CONGREGATIONS 
OF AMERICA 

You can recognize these products readily by 
the (() emblem, prominently displayed on the 
label. The (() foods are made under rabbinical 
supervision. NO MEAT or FATis used, of course! 
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Strictly Vegetarian 
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Mid-Western Conference 

The Mid-Western Conference will 
be held in Detroit at the Detroit-Island 
Hotel on Saturday evening, October 
19th through Sunday, October 20th. 
Mr. Morris Lieberman, chairman of 
the Detroit Council of the League, has 
been appointed as Chairman of the 
Mid-Western Conference. 








In the Poale Zion 


Shekel Campaign 


During the past month, the Poale 
Zion branches in the larger commu- 
nities of the United States and Canada 
held numerous rallies and mass meet- 
ings to further the sale of shekolim. 
A special effort has been made in New 
York City, where the Jewish National 
Workers’ Alliance numbers about six 
thousand members. At a conference 
of the secretaries of the Alliance 
branches in New York, special com- 
mittees were designated in each branch 
to conduct the shekel campaign. A 
similar effort has been made by the 
branches of the Pioneer Women’s Or- 
ganization and the League for Labor 
Palestine. 


The Presidential Campaign 

In preparation for the coming poli- 
tical campaign, the New York City 
committee of the Poale Zion in coop- 





THE 


PHILADELPHIA 
ELECTRIC 
COMPANY 


Joins with the friends 
of the Jewish people 
in wishing the mem- 
bers of the Jewish 
community a happy 

and prosperous 
New Year. 


Philadelphia Electric Co. 
Live Electrically and Save 
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© will § eration with the other branches of the 
Island Labor Zionist Movement, will hold a 
ctober mass meeting Monday evening, Sep- GIs calles y cela : 

20th, ff tember 30th at the Capitol Hotel. ” d sincere greetings to all cur frends 


an of During the week of registration and (fratrons f* a Happy New Lear 





e, has (October 7-15), committees will can- 
f the vass the 7,000 members of the Labor 





Zionist Movement in New York City, 

as well as their friends in order to as- 

sure a large enrollment in the Amer- Na 
ican Labor Party for the support of 

President Roosevelt and other New Fine Shoes 


Poal Deal candidates. ee 
EXECUTIVE SERIES $7.09 - MASTERSHOES $9.00 - SMOOOTHSHOES $10.75 


mmu- § Among Our Youth 

anada The new season of activities in our 555 Fifth Avenue - 26 New Street - 23 Cortlandt Street - 1113 B'way - 1389 B'way - 26 East 42nd Street 

meet- : BRONX: 314 East Fordham Road . BROOKLYN : 348 Fulton Street 898 Flatbush Avenue 
“i youth movement was begun early in NEWARK: 843 Broad Street. - Also Stores in Philadelphia and Washington, D. C. 
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<olim. September. The members of the Pal- 
New Jf estinian delegation to our youth have ° 
tional J already been assigned to important 
ut six J cities. Yosef Yisraeli is stationed in 
rence New York City, Mala Gitlin is in Bal- 
liance timore, Moshe Levin in Los Angeles, 
com- Aaron Remez is working in Minnea- 
ranch polis and St. Paul, Shalom Wurm is 
. A stationed in Chicago as the mid-west- 
y the J ern representative of the Hechalutz, 
s Or and Zev Chernitzky is planning a tour 
Labor of the country. David Breslau of 
Camden, New Jersey, has been. ap- 
pointed Acting Secretary by the 
National Executive until the forth- 


QAQKDKHAAAD AND HNDADO ADDO NANDA NO NONANADDADADAODODAADDNDARAONDANAAADOD 























New Year 
1940 - 5701 
















































































4 4 4 fy fr fn hr, fn, fr, 


poli- coming convention. 

City Preparations are being made for the 
coop- 
a 











FOR vounesters / 
| BEA, 


CENTRAL 
73rd St. at Brwoy | crest 
14th St. at Ath Ave-| office. 

ies of 

Peo send mfr which 
‘ings ’ 

s _-eomaaae in stamps (\5¢ 
enc 

in stamps for eo 




















































































































ch copy): re 








CH wish all our friends and 


patrons and all the Jewish 


people—a year of health, 
happiness and prosperity. 


Crim tiara Compo 


ESTABLISHED 


10 Funny Pages 

+x 87° with 
0. Pictures - in col- 
ve or...the pages 
hold *2 in coins 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


DOUBLE-MELLOW OLD GOLD CIGARETTES 
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convention which will be held in Cin- 
cinnati during Chanukah week from 
December 26th to the 29th. 








Correspondence 
Sir: 

May I, through your columns, ex- 
press my appreciation of the article on 
Vladimir Jabotinsky by Abraham Re- 
vusky in the September issue of the 
JEWIsH FRONTIER? It seems to me as 
wise as it is impersonal and sympa- 
thetic. 

I had myself met Mr. Jabotinsky 
only twice. Once in the early phases 
of the first World War; the second 
time when he spoke here this year at 
the Manhattan Center. I believed 
then, and I believe now that, as Mr. 
Revusky has so well shown, Jabotinsky 
was essentially an old-fashioned lib- 
eral. At one time I thought that he 
might become the leader of an in- 
formed and intelligent Opposition in 
the Zionist organization. Such an 
Opposition is indispensable to the 
democratic process and in an organiza- 
tion where it is lacking the dry rot of 
authoritarianism, red tape, machine 
politics and log-rolling sap its life. 
At the meeting to which I refer, I gave 
public expression to this hope, in a 
context which affirmed and explained 
the nature of the democratic process, 











We Wish Our Friends, Customers 
and All Israel 


A Happy and Joyous 
New Year 


HENRY PAPE 


INCORPORATED 


41-39—38th STREET 
Long Island City, N. Y. 
STILLWELL 4-6343-4-5—4-6323 
e 
217-225 So. 4th Avenue 
MT. VERNON, N. Y. 
Fairbanks 4—6644 
e 
199 Main Street 
FARMINGDALE, L. I. 
Farmingdale 368 
= 
Metropolitan Distributors of 
HELLMANN'S "REAL" MAYONNAISE 
NUCOA—"The Thrift Spread for Bread" 
FANNING'S BREAD & BUTTER PICKLES 
PAPE'S HORSERADISH 
BORDEN'S FINE CHEESES 
SANTE CREAM & COTTAGE CHEESES 
BLUE RIBBON POTATO CHIPS 
BLUE RIBBON BOUILLON CUBES 
MRS. GRASS "Home Style" NOODLE 
SOUP 























and Jabotinsky seemed to assent to the 
idea. His endeavors to bring the 
movement he led back into the larger 


society of Zionists followed. Whe- 
ther or not he could have led Revi- 
sionism into functioning as an effec- 
tive democratic Opposition, his death 
is a serious blow which removes a 
check on the spastic membership of 
his movement, and deprives the Jew- 
ish scene of a man of great intellectual 
honesty, great courage and single- 
minded devotion to the Jewish cause. 

When I joined in welcoming him, I 
said that I did so as a democrat—not 
because I agreed with him, but because 
I did not agree with him. I add my 
word to Mr, Revusky’s, not only be- 
cause Jabotinsky’s death impoverishes 
the democratic process in the Jewish 
community, but also because it takes 
from that community a spirit funda- 
mentally noble and brave. 

H. M. KALLEN. 
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BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR 





DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST 


Wiclialerercan 


DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENoicort 2-2030 








GREETINGS 
Quality Grocers to par- 
ticular people for more 

than forty-nine years. 
In the Stores Where 
Quality Counts, Your 
Money Goes Furthest! 


American Stores Co. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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STILL 


THE NICEST WAY TO SAY 


HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


WITH A DELICIOUS BOX ASSORTMENT, OR AN 
ATTRACTIVE GIFT BASKET OF OUR WONDER- 
SMOOTH, BITTERSWEET MINI-CHOCOLATES. 


SUPERBLY FRESH, EXQUISITELY PACKED 


I Ib. G8e. 


2 lbs. $1.30 


CANDIES 


17 Shops Conveniently Located in Manhattan, Brooklyn and Long Island 
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Jewish Friends 
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BEGINNING SEPT. 27 h AT THE NEW YORK STRAND 
JAMES ANN 


CAGNEY-SHERIDAN 


Pounding fists j <a Can Ann’s 
beat a savage ; flaming spirit, 
tattoo as Jimmy _ her love of life 
battles his most * conquer The City? 
merciless foe! Ses 


wa FRANK CRAVEN © DONALD CRISP 
ANK MCHUGH » ARTHUR KENNEDY « sroree zeus 


WARNER BROS.-First Nat’ Picture -An ANATOLE LITVAK Prod'n 
en Play by John Warley + From the Novel by Aben Kandel + Music by Max Steiner 


THIS NEW HIT WILL SOON BE AT YOUR FAVORITE THEATRE! WATCH FOR IT! 
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Where did each great achievement actually 
start? Wasn't it with an idea? What if 
Edison had not dreamed of the first elec- 
tric lamp? What if Fulton had not dreamed 
of the steamboat? Such dreams are price- 
less. Properly directed daydreams are as 
valuable as work itself . . . oftentimes pro- 
viding the spark that gives the whole 
nation new conveniences and opportuni- 


ties, thus putting millions to work. 
Ed 3k x 

Speaking of ideas, millions of people have 
found it a good idea to have Budweiser 
available for their hours of relaxation. It 
helps them to become the Perfect Host to 
a host of friends who prefer it —and it has 
been wisely said that friends often direct 
our destinies. 


ANHEUSER-BUSCH 
Makers of the World-Famous Beer 


Budweiser 


TRADE MARK REG. VU. &. PAT. OFP. 


ot Beverage of Modevation 
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MAKE THIS TEST 


DRINK BUDWEISER FOR FIVE DAYS. ON THE 


SIXTH DAY TRY TO DRINK A SWEET BEER. YOU 
WILL WANT BUDWEISER’S FLAVOR THEREAFTER. 








1940 ANHEUSER-BUSCH, INC.. ST, LOUIS, MO, 








